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My Office is open!

My Electorate Office is open 
to the Braddon community.
If you need any assistance with Federal 
Government services or would like to request 
a special birthday or anniversary message, 
please contact or visit my office 
Monday to Friday, 9.00am to 5.00pm.

Shop 9 Columnar Court, 
22 Wilmot Street, Burnie TAS 7320

Anne.Urquhart.MP@aph.gov.au

(03) 6431  1333

Authorised by A Urquhart, ALP, Shop 9 Columnar Court, 22 Wilmot Street, Burnie TAS 7320

ADVERTISEMENT

Happy birthday to the Echo

Four years of my favourite cover photos
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The Western Echo is available from IGA’s and newsagents (as well as some 
other outlets) in Queenstown, Strahan, Zeehan, Rosebery, Tullah, Burnie, 
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est, Boat Harbour, South Riana and Waratah.
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Here at the Western Echo we love a good debate. If you have a concern, griev-
ance, pet hate or even wish to congratulate someone for doing the RIGHT thing, 
then this is the place for it. Please note though, that everyone has the right to reply 
to your letter and we at the Western Echo are under no obligation to publish if 
things look like they are getting out of hand. We do reserve the right to edit letters 
for reasons such as clarity and length. Other than that, feel free to have YOUR say. 
These views in this newspaper, political or otherwise, are not necessarily those held 
by the editor or anyone professionally associated with the Western Echo. 

Letters  to the editor...

Editor:  Alan Jennison   0488 2782 99  alan@westernecho.news

Western Echo ‘Wendy’
Well isn’t this exciting!? I said I have big news last month so here it is.

From next edition I will be having a column in the paper called

‘Words of Wisdom with Western Echo Wendy’

This will be a place for you to write in or email with your problems and I 

will do my best to answer them.  These can be any sort of problems or issues 

you might be having in your life and if they are really tricky I will run it by 

the cats as well to see what we can offer 

in the way of advice to help you out. 

Dada says it is like a ‘Dear Abbie’ column 

(whatever that is) and has entrusted 

me with this very important job. 

I am really looking forward to helping 

wherever I can (I am that sort of dog). 

Please write to me at

alan@westernecho.news (until I get my 

own email address and we will work 

together to make the world a better 

place.

Woof to you all... Wendy

It’s our birthday!
This November edition of the Western Echo makes number 48. That means it is 

our  fourth birthday! 
The cover of this edition features some of my favourite photos from previous 

edition front pages.  I hope you enjoy it.
Actually, it’s you, the readers that deserve the credit, without you there would be 

no newspaper, you are what keep me doing what I do and I thank you for that.
To that end, I would love to hear what YOU think of the Echo.
What would you like in the paper? What can I,  or should I change? 
I have never aimed to bring you the hard hitting news, nor politics, nor 

world news. Would you like some of that or do I have the recipe right already? 
It seems the most popular and well read column in the paper is Malcolm 
Ready’s ‘Tales from a Zeehan Graveyard’ series of articles and I am pleased 
to announce that we have a new regular column called ‘Under the Hor-
izontal’ by Tewkesbury Wharf so a  good dose of history for those that like it. 
I would welcome any feedback and, as always I invite ‘Letters to the Editor’ on al-
most any subject and topic (but reserve the right to moderate if things get out of hand). 
Western Echo Wendy’s column is proving to be a popular read 
and she has surprising news this month so check that out below. 
   The Western Echo’s foray into the Northwest has been a huge success and I am so 
happy to be able to bring community news and happenings to you all up that way.       

 I really enjoy putting the Western Echo together and would like to say a big 
thank you to all of you. Our readers, advertisers, sponsors and well wishers, you 
are what this paper is all about. We just might have some amazing news regarding 
the Western Echo coming your way soon, stay tuned for that, but rest assured I will 
do my best to continue bringing you the Western Echo for many years to come. 
Thanks all.  Alan - Editor

To the Editor .   After sending Hun-
dreds of emails to all of the relevant 
Government Departments over many 
years, the Government Constantly ig-
nored our request for a response to the 
issues of accumulated rubbish and weed 
infestation. We pay exorbitant amounts 
of rates not to mention the millions of 
dollars in mining royalties and I’m un-
der the impression that the council don’t 
want anyone to be residing in west Zee-
han even though they keep telling us that 
the west coast has a very low rate base 
and that’s why we  pay exorbitant rates.   
The government can find money to spend 
on sports and recreation  but nothing for 

Dear editor, I would like to take this 
opportunity to say a HUGE THANK 
YOU to DMR for repairing the road on 
the Hampshire link I wrote about in the 
last issue. 

HOWEVER, with Targa almost on top 
of us, are we going to see the Animal 
Creek crators to Que river, Strahan line 
crators etc, patch worked for their tour-
ing or are they going to have to play dod-
gems cars as WE  DO all over the WEST 
COAST ROADS?

Our roads are an accident waiting to 
happen! 
Kerrie Laffer, Zeehan

cleaning up the Entrance to west Zeehan 
at present it’s a deterrent and an embar-
rassment it needs to be cleaned up and 
made to look more inviting and elimi-
nate the fire Hazards.    Yours truly Grant 
Hodge Zeehan.
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Careers expo a hit

Burnie

CLICK & COLLECT 
NOW AVAILABLE 

Shop local this 
Christmas 

Open everyday  
until Christmas Eve
Trampolines, swing 
sets, bikes & this 

years must have toys  
in store now

9 Wilson Street 
Burnie Tas 7320 

 

p: 03 6431 7244 
e: burnie@toyworld.com.au

The West Coast Study Hub 2025 Ca-
reer and Education Expo proved to be an 
inspiring and successful event.  Schools 
from the West Coast attend the day 
with approximately 81 students coming 
through the doors with a handful of com-
munity members attending the evening 
session.  Hosted on 7th November, the 
expo brought together a mix of educa-
tion providers, industry leaders, and em-
ployers under one roof.

From the moment the doors opened, 
the atmosphere was filled with energy 
and excitement. 27 exhibitors partici-
pated, representing universities, training 
institutions, and companies from a wide 
range of industries. 

From students considering their next 
steps after school to adults looking to up-
skill or change careers, the expo offered 
something for everyone. 

The highlights of the event were the 
interactive sessions, with participants 

gaining practical tips and real-world 
perspectives that will help them take the 
next step in their professional journeys.

As the expo wrapped up, one thing was 
clear — the 2025 Career and Education 
Expo succeeded in connecting people 
with possibilities, and in inspiring con-
fidence about the future of education 
and work. Plans are already underway to 
make next year’s event even bigger and 
better.

A big shout out the Evans IGA, Queen-
stown Marketplace and Patricks IGA in 
Strahan for their generous donations to-
wards our goodie bags for the students.

The West Coast Study Hub would like 
to say thank all those that participated in 
the event from the exhibitors to the stu-
dents, the day would not have been such 
a success without you, we hope everyone 
enjoyed the day and we look forward to 
seeing you all again next year. 

With Targa Tasmania kicking off later 
this week, our team have been receiving 
queries regarding road closures. 

Team member Julie has created a dis-
play detailing the West Coast road clo-
sures, which will be in place on Friday 
21 November - a great resource for those 
coming into the Centre over the next 

couple of weeks. 
To view all the road closures go to: 

https://targa.com.au/road-closure/
Our team of locals is here to help with 

any queries - we can help develop your 
itineraries around road closures so your 
West Coast experience isn't impacted by 
the road closures.

Roads closing for Targa
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Petrol at Rosebery

We’re excited to announce that Tas Petroleum has officially taken over the former 
BP Rosebery site, now proudly operating under the Tas Petroleum name and open 
24/7!

If you’re an account customer, reach out to our team to ensure a smooth transition 
– we’re here to help!  www.taspetroleum.com.au

Thank you to the Rosebery community for your continued support as we grow our 
Tasmanian-owned network.

The Queenstown Anglers Club pres-
ents 30 Years of The Lake Burbury Fish-
ing Competition!

Friday 21st November to Sunday 23rd 
November! All weigh-ins take place at 
the Thureau Hills Campsite, off the Ly-
ell Highway between the Lake Burbury 
Camping Ground and Linda.

The Lake Burbury Fishing Competition 
is held on the 4th Weekend of November 
and has been running for 30 years, we 
rely heavily on sponsorship and dona-
tions to make the competition happen, it 
is a 3-day event that attracts likeminded 
individuals to the West Coast to fish for 
the largest brown or rainbow trout. This 

year is our 31st anniversary, we look 
forward to seeing you in November. 
Please note:

Due to Targa Tasmania being held on 
the Friday some road closures will be in 
place and delays will occur.

Friday 21st November - 
Road to the West Coast from Derwent 

Bridge will be closed from 1.00pm and 
barring any accidents should reopen by 
4.00pm. 

Queenstown to Lake Burbury will also 
be closed from 1.00pm to 3.00pm bar-
ring any accidents.

Please adjust your travel times to avoid 
any delays.

Fishing for thirty years
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West Coast Heritage & Minerals Fair
A fantastic weekend at the West Coast Heritage & 

Minerals Fair with hundreds of people gathered to ooh 
and aahh at some of the most amazing minerals and 

gems that you are likely to see anywhere. Woodchop-
ping, food stalls, kids entertainment and much more 
rounded out the weekend as the photos show. 

Photos by Alan Jennison
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Call us to arrange a clean and service  
or quote for a new unit.  0417 310 028

NEED A SPARKY? Contact 
Frank at DILLON ELECTRICAL 

We service the West Coast of Tasmania and will be happy to help you with all your electrical needs

HEAT PUMPS! 
Heat pump systems require regular 
maintenance to ensure optimal 
performance. Let us help you with our 
servicing and cleaning solutions. We 
can also supply and install heat pumps 
to suit your requirements.
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council 
meetings
25 November
11 December
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1800 767 664

Round 2 sponsorship
applications being assessed
The Rosebery Community Consultative
Committee met last month to review
round 2 sponsorship applications and
make recommendations to the General
Manager for endorsement. 

Successful applicants will be notified in
the coming weeks. 

Next year’s sponsorship applications will
move to an online process. The first-
round closes on 15 April 2026.

Look out for more details in the Western
Echo in the new year. 

Supporting a west coast
icon
MMG’s maintenance team was proud
to lend a hand to the Wee Georgie
Wood Steam Railway to help rebuild
its chimney after it disintegrated at
the end of the 2024–25 season.

Led by Superintendent – Fixed Plant
Maintenance, Nigel Coulson, the team
assisted in the refabrication of the
stack.

It is great to be able to support such
an iconic local attraction that brings
joy to visitors and celebrates our
region’s rich history.

The Wee Georgie Wood Steam
Railway is now operating on
weekends.

 

Emergency Response
Teams take centre stage

MMG Rosebery’s Emergency
Response Team did us proud at
the recent 2025 Tasmanian
Minerals Emergency Response
Competition by finishing third
overall.

Led by Captain Shane Youd, the
team of Craig Youd, Tessa
Simpson, Tamieka Smith, Nick
Scolyer, Sam Johnstone, Brad
Johnston, competed against 7
teams from across the local
mining industry in the areas of
First Aid, Fire Fighting, Rope
Rescue, Team Skills, Theory and
Search and Rescue. Stephanie
Whittle, Samantha Graham and
Paloma Elvira Clerici also
competed on the TMERC team.

While Rosebery ERT was third
overall, they won the First Aid
competition and finished second
in overall Safety and Best Captain.

Rosebery Mine

Community Newsletter
November 2025

Image: Rosebery Mine Emergency Response Team (Rob Burnett Images)

ROSCOMMUNITY@MMG.COM MMG.COM/HOME/ROSEBERYFUTURE MMG.COM/CAREERS

Image: MMG’s Nigel Coulson

2025 MMG Survey

We need your input to help us
identify and prioritise the
environmental, social, and
governance (ESG) topics that
matter most to our stakeholders
and influence our business
strategy. Scan the QR code to
participate in the survey.

Community bus working group

The Community Bus Working Group met
with Community Transport Services
Tasmania CEO Lyndon Stevenson and
Area Connect Operations Manager, Brett
Williams last month.

The group tapped into their knowledge
and expertise to gain some insights into
the steps that need to be taken to set up
a Rosebery community bus. 
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30th Anniversary reprint of ‘The Duck’ 

The Country Women’s Association in 
Tasmania at its recent state conference 
passed a resolution to raise awareness of 
the urgent need to reinstate the Breast-
Screen Tasmania mobile bus service. 

Every branch of CWA Tasmania has 
been asked to send letters to state politi-
cians asking for immediate action.

While we thank the Tasmanian Gov-
ernment for reinstating breast screening 
subsidies and providing support for trav-
el and accommodation for many Tasma-
nian women, particularly those living in 
rural and remote communities, mobile 
screening is not just a convenience, it is 
a lifeline and is a critical service for the 
health and wellbeing of women in our 
communities.

The BreastScreen mobile unit broke 
down early this year while in George-
town and there are no immediate plans 
to replace it.

It is some time since the mobile unit 
visited Smithton and although it was 
available in Burnie twice this year, wom-
en unable to travel were at a major dis-

The Circular Head Heritage Centre 
have published a reprint of ‘The Duck’, 
a 350 page book detailing the early his-
tory of the CBD of Smithton from 1856 
to 1996. Author Bruce Grey has consult-
ed the formal records and drawn on the 
memories of many Smithton residents, 
to trace the histories of every property 
in the main square including many busi-
nesses and organisations, as well as pri-

vate residences.  Museum curator Elayne 
Blake describes it as “her bible” for all 
questions relating to Smithton, so she 
jumped at the chance to reprint it for its 
30th anniversary. This reprint includes 
a comprehensive index, which makes it 
much more user-friendly. 

The idea for the book sprang from 
Bruce’s family history research and 
work he undertook for the Circular Head 

Historical Society, which was published 
in the Local History Journal, Volume 3, 
Number 3, in July 1991. This included a 
fold-out spread of all the businesses on 
East Emmett St in 1919 compared with 
the same vista in 1991. Some buildings 
have now changed in the 24 years since 
then, but others are still recognisable. 
The journals can be bought from the CH 
Heritage Centre Museum. 

The original book was completed in 
1996 and published by the Circular Head 
Chronicle in 1997. The book took the 
author, Bruce Grey, 10 years to research 
and write, and in pre-internet days, this 
involved many trips to Hobart to re-
search in the Lands Titles Office and the 
Archives. Les Shearer of the Chronicle 
took a leap of faith in undertaking the 
printing of such a large volume, with 
over one hundred photos, and said re-
cently that “it was the most important 
book he ever published”. The assembling 
of such a large document was beyond the 
available capacity of the business at the 
time, so this was accomplished by hand, 
by the author and his wife and family, in 
after-hours time at the Chronicle offices. 

The book has been out-of-print for the 
last 20 years, once the first edition had 
sold out. It was not feasible to do a revised 
edition so an errata page has been includ-
ed to correct any errors which could in-
terfere with meaning, and the new book 
is an exact copy of the original.  Users 

The local business, health and educa-
tion leaders were provided with a golden 
opportunity to provide the Telstra Tech-
nology Executive and the State team 
with firsthand examples of the impacts 
on their businesses and services due to 
the inability to reliably send and receive 
information to smart phones, laptops and 
other devices reliant on telecommunica-
tions technology at a recent meeting

While Telstra has anticipated most 
experiences, following previous com-
plaints and issues which the State Man-
ager, Michael Patterson and his team 
were across, some of the examples pro-
vided did surprise their Technology guru, 
Channa Senevirante.

We learnt that each year the amount of 
data being uploaded and downloaded na-
tionally goes up by 20 percent – which 
should no be a surprise given the amount 
of video content / live streaming people 
do now. Telstra commented they must 
run a sprint race just to stay the same as 
they were last year, let alone get better.

Telstra provided their current propos-
al to address the capacity issues. When 
asked how much more would the capaci-
ty increase by, the answer was, "hundreds 
of times more capacity". Their proposal, 
which is in draft form, is waiting for the 
Commonwealth Government to open its 
Round 4 Funding Scheme, expected in 
early 2026. Their proposal does need 
the consolidated projections of the ma-
jor mining and renewables projects to be 
added, to help build the case. The partic-
ipants also heard from the challenges in 

of the book frequently lamented the lack 
of an index, so a decision was made to 
create an index for the new volume. This 
was done by a working party of 12 vol-
unteers drawn from museum supporters, 
under the leadership of Pat Grey. Three 
thousand index cards were necessary to 
cope with the vast number of names to 
be entered in the index, and with each 
volunteer covering between 15 to 30 
pages, it took several weeks to com-
plete the task. Thanks to the hard work 
of Anita Broz, Kerrie Fraser, Andrew 
McMaster, Christine McMaster, Vicki 
Flint, Vicki McLaren, Joseph Huisman, 
Barry Gardner, Sandra Cousins, Elayne 
Blake, Georgina Laan, Bruce Grey and 
Pat Grey, those names were wrangled 
and sorted into alphabetical order. The 
typing up of the index was accomplished 
by Pat, assisted by Bruce, who was able 
to resolve several confusions over simi-
lar names and places. It was a great relief 
to finally complete the task and send it 
off to the publishers. 

‘The Duck’ is now available for sale at 
a cost of $50, unchanged from its orig-
inal price. A separate index is available 
for $15 for those who already have a 
copy of the original. These would make 
a great Christmas gift. All proceeds from 
the sale of these books will go to the Cir-
cular Head Heritage Centre to support its 
work in preserving history in our com-
munity.

Amplifying local voices
issuing E-Scripts and accessing doctors 
after hours when reliability is poor.

Given the time frame for the upgrade 
is still some time away, several partici-
pants agreed to have their signal strength 
monitored to help Telstra diagnose why 
this is happening. A number of these may 
be able to be fixed quickly, which will 
provide some improvement sooner rath-
er than later.

Once the agreed action list has been fi-
nalised, it will be available for all to see 
on the WRSP Website.

The Western Regional Strategic Part-
nership were pleased to be able to bring 
this group of people together and attempt 
to fix issues which are long overdue. The 
WRSP Chair, Ray Mostogl was fortu-
nate to meet with Vicki Brady the CEO 
of Telstra in a forum in Launceston ear-
lier in the week and was able to raise the 
challenges with Vicki. Pleasingly, Vicki 
had recently become aware of the im-
portance of the Western Region to Tas-
mania's economy and was supportive of 
seeing improvements.

Vicki made a comment in the Laun-
ceston forum along the lines of "Judge 
Telstra by its actions, not its promises". 
The WRSP Committee believe the scene 
is set for something positive to happen.

advantage adding stress to those women 
in our community who have a family 
history of breast cancer and need to be 
checked at regular intervals as early de-
tection gives them a better chance of sur-
vival.

The absence of the bus has created se-
rious barriers to early detection, adding 
cost, anxiety, and hardship for women 
who already face long distances to ac-
cess healthcare. Early detection saves 
lives, and every month without a mobile 
service puts more women at risk.

We would ask that the government 
prioritise the reinstatement of this vital 
service by ensuring that a new unit is 
delivered and operational as quickly as 
possible. 

Our local Circular Head branch has its 
next meeting on Wednesday 19th No-
vember at 1pm at the Emmerton Park 
Clubhouse. 

We will be organising a table at the 
Stanley Family Show of 29th November 
and members will be available for those 
requiring information.

Breast screening bus is vital
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BURNIE
C I T Y  C O U N C I L

Official
Opening of
Burnie Arts

Upcoming
Council Meetings 

25 November, 2025

9 December, 2025

Council 
Meeting and AGM

NOVEMBER 2025

Doors have opened at Burnie’s new
cultural precinct, following a $20.5
million revitalisation of the city’s arts
institutions in the heart of the CBD.

An opening event held on Monday 10
November, 2025 was the culmination
of four years’ work to redevelop the
former Civic Centre built in 1976. 

The vision was simple but ambitious
– create Burnie’s cultural hub for the
broad community, fuse together art
and museum collections, the
performing arts, functions,
workshops and events, and break
down cultural barriers to ensure that
everyone is welcome.

Initially, with funding from the then
Liberal Federal Government of $5
million, the scope of the project was
modest. Then, during the 2022
Federal election, the Labor Party
promised a further $13 million. Once
the Labor Party was elected, the
Burnie Arts project became the only
Tasmanian cultural infrastructure
project listed in the new ‘Revive’
national cultural policy. 

Burnie City Council Mayor Teeny
Brumby notes how important this
ambitious project was for Burnie; 
“This centre belongs to the people of
Burnie. It’s where our stories, our
talent, and our imagination come
together under one roof. We
recognised that the original building
had excellent bones, and with a
clever design we could stretch a $20
million budget to deliver something
extraordinary. It’s a bold statement
that Burnie backs itself, our city, our
people, and our future. We’ve
created something that doesn’t just
showcase the arts but celebrates the
heart and spirit of this community.”

Federal Minister for Transport the
Honourable Catherine King MP was
present at the opening event and
added, 
“The new cultural precinct will deliver
lasting benefits to the Burnie
community. “It’s not just about
improving the look and feel of an
ageing building, it’s about driving the
visitor economy and delivering those
financial benefits to local businesses.
“Most importantly it’s about
incentivising the arts in the
community, fostering local up-and-
comers, and bringing in
performances and exhibitions of all
forms to Tasmania’s north-west.”

100,000 visitors are expected to visit
the upgraded arts precinct each year.

At the October Council
meeting, Council adopted the
Active Transport Strategy
(ATS).

Burnie City Council are committed
to making walking, wheeling and
riding available to all members of
the community. This ATS offers the
blueprint for creating the
conditions in which active travel is
a safe, convenient and an
enjoyable mode of transport. This
is especially useful for the many
short to medium distance trips
that take place every day in Burnie.

What's next?

Last financial year, Council secured
a $200,000 grant from the
Tasmanian State Government
under the Better Active Transport
Program, along with a $50,000
Council contribution to produce
the ATS.

After completion of the strategy
document, approximately
$125,000 remains available for
works.

After consultation with the ATS
working group, it was recommend
that the remaining budget be used
to fund the widening of
approximately 250–300 metres of
footpath at Burnie Park, which will
provide a more accessible pathway
connection between West Park and
Park Grove.

These works aim to be completed
by the end of December 2025.
Council has allocated $250,000 in
the 2026-27 Capital Works
Program for the development and
implementation of the next stages
of the Active Transport Strategy.

To find out more, and to read the
the detailed ATS document, head
over to Councils website:
burnie.tas.gov.au/ATS

A huge thank you to our
community for taking the time to
provide your input during the ATS
consultations. Your feedback is
incredibly valuable to us and helps
us strive towards Making a Better
Burnie.

Active Transport
Strategy Adopted 
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discoverburnie.com

Want more
information on

everything Burnie?
Check out the

discoverburnie app

Fire 
Abatements

Bucky Motors Rally Tasmania

Burnie Arts 

Burnie Arts is a cultural hub
serving Burnie and NW Tasmania
for performing arts, gallery,
museum, events and functions.

For information and tickets -
burniearts.net

Van Diemen's Band's
immensely popular lunchtime
concert series returns!
Every Thursday in November,
1:05pm to 2pm

Still the One - The Music of
Shania Twain
28 November, 2025
8pm to 10pm

Burnie City Council were excited to once again be sponsoring Rally
Tasmania for another brilliant year!

On Friday 6 November, all the participating rally cars were lined up on
the Burnie Waterfront where the locals braved the soaking rain to
come out and enjoy the unique chance to meet the drivers, get
autographs, and see the powerful rally cars up close before they hit
the stages.

14 Stages. 217 km of track. 1 winner.

The winner? Hayden Paddon and John Kennard in their Hyundai i20.
Congratulations to the pair for the maiden Australian Rally
Championship title, with Paddon becoming the first New Zealander to
do so since Possum Bourne in 2002.

Rally Tasmania will be back in Burnie for the third year in a row in
August 2026!

What's on at

Bjorn Again!
20 November, 2025
7:30pm to 10pm

A Cracker Kransky Christmas
4 December, 2025
8pm to 9:30pm

With all this late spring rain and
the grass looking luscious and
green, you might be wondering
why we are already talking about
Fire Risk Abatement.
 
With a little over 60 days left till the
end of the year and warmer days
already starting to grace us, now is
the time to start thinking about
protecting you and your
neighbours’ properties by
removing any accumulated
rubbish, tidy up the yard and
remove flammable materials such
as tyres and keep grasses,
brambles, scrub and undergrowth
to no more than 10cm in height.

Rules of Thumb for Fire
Abatement

Residential Areas or lots less than
2000m2 must have a 3–5-metre
break along the boundary with
grasses no more than 10cm in
height. Trees can stay but should
be clear of branches and debris up
to 2metre off the ground to avoid a
fire spreading into the tree canopy. 
Lots greater than 2000m2 require
a fire break no less than 10 metres
wide around the property
boundaries. Tress are to remain
but should be clear of branches
and debris up to 2 meters off the
ground to avoid a fire spreading
into the tree canopy. 

The Tasmanian Fire service have
range of resources and online
tools to assist with fire prevention
and planning along with a fuel
break calculator available on their
website - fire.tas.gov.au

Burnie 10 another success!
Since 1985 people from all over have been travelling to Burnie
every October for the famous Burnie 10, and 2025 turned out to
be the best one yet!

The weather conditions were perfect for the 3000+ runners of
all ages who took part in Australia’s premier running race. 

The men's race will go down as one of the most thrilling in
recent memory after Adam Goddard and Edward Marks fought
until the very end. Goddard (who won the 10km Melbourne
Marathon two weeks prior to the Burnie 10) narrowly defeated
his rival by 0.1 of a second with a time of 28:37.

Leanne Pompeani took out the female race to claim her third
Burnie 10 win in four years - 0.6 seconds outside the female
course record of 31:40, which she set a year ago.

Save the date
3-2-1 GO! Kids Race
West Park Oval, Burnie
Fun run for all ages!
16 November, 2025

Extended hours at Burnie’s
Waste Transfer Centre
17 and 20 November, 2025
9am to 6:30pm

TARGA Tasmania Lunch stop
20 November, 2025  
Wilson Street, Burnie CBD
12pm to 2pm
(Roads will be closed to local
traffic from 6am to 3pm)

Hazardous Waste: free drop-off 
29 November, 2025
South Burnie Car Park
10am to 2pm

Rate instalment due
30 November, 2025

Burnie Christmas Parade
Burnie CBD
12 December, 2025
6pm

Burnie Carols by Candlelight
21 December, 2025
Burnie Park Sound Shell
6:30pm

For more info - burnie.tas.gov.au
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Unconformity Festival Photos by Alan Jennison
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 We are pleased to share that the group has been
finalised with seven members, including three
new members!
Continuing members include Peter Lambert, Ken
Ewington, Annette Kirkpatrick and Jamie
Elphinstone. Joining them as new members are
Melissa Jones, Craig Richardson and Morgan
Price.
Our Mayor, Mary Duniam, recently had the
privilege of meeting some of the members to
congratulate them on their successful
applications.
Pictured are Melissa Jones, who has experience
working with students with disabilities; Craig
Richardson, known for his various volunteer
roles in the community; Ken Ewington, who is
passionate about accessibility and inclusion for
all; and Peter Lambert, who has a background in
assisting adults with mental and physical
disabilities.
We look forward to seeing the positive impact
this group will have on our community!

Council’s Education Bursary Awarded
students attending UTAS — and congratulating
her on all her achievements.
Billie has always been passionate about nursing
and helping people. When her children were
younger, studying a nursing degree meant
travelling to Launceston. Now, with the degree
available at the Cradle Coast Campus and her
kids older, she jumped at the chance to follow her
dream.
She’ll finish her studies in December and become
a registered nurse in January 2026. Billie also
had the amazing opportunity to travel to India for
four weeks through a UTAS & Beyond Borders
Learning Programs offshore placement program,
delivering health care to remote villages, schools,
and experiencing the Indian healthcare system
during hospital rotations.
Billie shared that the $5,000 bursary has been a
huge help, especially with the rising cost of
living. We’re so proud to see this scholarship go
to such a hardworking and compassionate local.
Billie’s journey is exactly why this program
exists! Well done, Billie!

Accessibility Working Group Update

Mayor Dr Mary Duniam and Billie Henrick. Picture:
Waratah-Wynyard Council.

Meet Billie Henrick! Billie is a local mum,
student, and soon-to-be fully registered nurse.
Mayor Mary Duniam and Council had the
privilege of meeting Billie, the recipient of
Council’s Bill French Memorial Bursary — a
$5,000 scholarship supporting Waratah-Wynyard 

You may remember our call for EOIs for
Council’s Accessibility Working Group with
Jamie Elphinstone.

Open Daily
10am to 5pm

Meet Waratah-Wynyard’s
New Citizens!

Mayor Dr Mary Duniam and Anne Urquhart MP with Nguyen Pham, Aubrey Haggerty, Narendra Shetty
& Klaus Gitzinger. Picture: Waratah-Wynyard Council.

On 21  Oct, Mayor Mary Duniam and Anne
Urquhart MP joined Council to celebrate four
amazing individuals officially joining our
community. Congratulations and welcome to our
beautiful municipality! Pictured: Mayor Dr Mary
Duniam and Anne Urquhart MP with new
citizens Nguyen Pham, Aubrey Haggerty,
Narendra Shetty & Klaus Gitzinger.

st

FIRE ABATEMENT
INSPECTIONS

Accessibility Working Group Members with Mayor
Dr Mary Duniam.

Council in currently conducting fire
abatement inspections around the
municipality in preparation for the up-and-
coming fire season.
In particular, we urge community members
who own vacant land within the municipality
to keep grass and vegetation short (under
100mm in height) for the entire summer. If
you own a larger parcel of land that borders
onto a residential area, you might be required
to slash a firebreak along the adjoining
property boundary to act as a barrier.
It is important that we all do our part to keep
ourselves and other community members
safe.
Follow Tasmania Fire Service (Facebook) for
updates and tips on how to be fire ready this
bushfire season.

Did you visit the Wynyard Tulip Festival in
October? You might be in our Festival Gallery!

Check it out:
www.wynyardtulipfestival.com.au/gallery/
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Council Awarded Certificate of Appreciation

Mayor Dr Mary Duniam, Peter Frazer (Founder and President of the SARAH Group) and Deputy Mayor
Celisa Edwards. Picture: Waratah-Wynyard Council.

Council was recently awarded a certificate of
appreciation for promoting the “Drive So Others
Survive” campaign by the SARAH Group.

Inglis River Walking Track Project

Waratah-Wynyard Council workers at the Inglis River Walking Track along the Esplanade, Wynyard.
Picture: Waratah-Wynyard Council.

As part of our Inglis River Walking Track
Project, our Civil Works team has completed the
new crossing path near the Inglis River Bridge —
improving pedestrian access and creating a
stronger connection along the walking track.
The team is now working along The Esplanade,
starting with kerbing and installing the new path.
Next up will be the car park, located on the
corner of Austin Street and The Esplanade.

Please note: During these works, the old walking
track along The Esplanade will be closed
between 8am and 4pm.
The team has made fantastic progress, and we
look forward to seeing this much-loved
community walking track completed. The track
not only supports health and wellbeing but also
provides beautiful river views and connects to the
regional Coastal Pathway. Once finished, it will
be a lasting asset for our municipality.

Founder and President Peter Frazer joined Mayor
Dr. Mary Duniam and Deputy Mayor Celisa
Edwards in Wynard to present the certificate.

More Details on Council’s website
www.warwyn.tas.gov.au
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Rosebery Development Assoc AGM update
On October 7th, the Rosebery Devel-

opment Association held its AGM at the 
Top Pub. We're happy to share that our 
committee will be continuing for another 
year:

Chairperson: Jo Bracken
Vice Chair: Sharon Goninon
Treasurer: Gray Stride
Secretary: Mikaela Seymour
Public Officer: Wayne Woolley
A big thank you to everyone who came 

along and to all those who've supported 
the RDA over the past year. Here's to an-
other great 12 months ahead!  Also, new 
merchandise has arrived at the Rosebery 
Heritage Centre — including beanies, 

umbrellas, and heaps more! With Christ-
mas right around the corner, these would 
make perfect gifts. You can check out 
prices on the Rosebery Heritage Centre 
Facebook Page, or scan the QR code be-
low and it will take you straight to our 
Facebook Page!

Our opening hours are Monday - Fri-
day10 AM – 2 PM, Some weekends too 
(keep an eye on Facebook for updates). 
Entry by gold coin donation. Drop by to 
browse our gift shop, explore our local 
heritage displays, or relax in our cozy 
reading corner. We're also your local 
(White 'i') Visitor Information Centre, so 
pop in and say hi!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Blackley Pipelines & Irrigation are proud to 
announce we have been appointed exclusive 

distributors for the PumpEng range of 
underground mine dewatering pumps. 

 

PumpEng are Australia’s leading designer & 
manufacturer of underground mine 

dewatering pumps that are engineered for 
performance & built to last.  

 

Blackley Pipelines & Irrigation now offer the 
complete range of PumpEng mine dewatering 

pumps, with local backup & service. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more 
information call 

Darren Lord  
0457 525 646 

 

  

ANNOUNCEMENT            ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

Mining & Industrial 
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Building dignity across the globe Spring cleaning hazardous waste

Soroptimist International of Circular 
Head has proudly partnered with Dream-
builders Church Smithton to support a 
project at Joy School in Wasswa, Ugan-
da, aimed at tackling period poverty and 
helping girls stay in school.

Through this partnership, teachers at 
Joy School received professional train-
ing and resources, and around 100–120 
girls are now receiving reusable men-
strual products. 

The training and pad kits were pur-
chased from AfriPads, a Ugandan so-
cial enterprise dedicated to menstrual 
health and empowerment. AfriPads are 
designed and manufactured in Uganda, 
supporting local employment and wom-
en-led enterprise. This ensures that funds 
invested remain within the country and 
contribute to lasting impact.

For many girls in rural Uganda, the 
lack of access to safe and affordable 
menstrual products can mean missing 
several days of school each month, a 
challenge that affects education, confi-
dence, and opportunity. T

his initiative provides a sustainable 
solution by ensuring students and teach-
ers are equipped with the knowledge and 

Households across the North West can 
safely clean out old and unwanted laun-
dry, hobby, home and garden chemicals 
and bring them for free and safe disposal 
at a series of events across the region this 
November. 

Funded by the Tasmanian Government 
State-wide Waste Levy, the Cradle Coast 
Waste Management Group (CCWMG) 
has organised 8 free drop-off events be-
tween Smithton and Latrobe, running 
from 14 to 29 November, and one free 
collection run for residents on the West 
Coast. The full event schedule can be 
found by visiting: https://rethinkwaste.
com.au/statewide-household-hazard-
ous-waste-collection/

Items accepted at the events include 
vapes, solvents and household clean-
ers; floor care products; ammonia-based 
cleaners; pesticides and herbicides; 
poisons; pool chemicals; hobby chemi-
cals; acids and alkalis.  Individual items 
brought for disposal must be no larger 
than 20 kilograms or 20 litres each. For 
storage safety reasons, no early or late 
drop-offs of chemicals can be accepted 
at any site.

“Old and unwanted chemicals pose a 
risk at home, are an environmental haz-
ard when placed into landfill and also 
pose a safety risk if disposed through 
the kerbside collection system, so the 
best place for them are at our designated 
chemical collections,” said Secretary of 
the CCWMG Veronica Schilling.

“We are always working to make safe 
and sustainable waste disposal a simple 
option. In previous years we have held 

resources they need.
Soroptimist International of Circular 

Head President Hannah Bruce said the 
project reflects the club’s mission to ed-
ucate, empower and enable women and 
girls everywhere.

“It’s about dignity and opportuni-
ty,” she said. “Reliable, reusable period 
products can make a world of difference, 
helping girls to stay in school and reach 
their full potential.” 

Sharon Nuske of Dreambuilders 
Church Smithton agreed, saying the 
partnership has been both inspiring and 
rewarding. “We’ve seen first-hand how 
lack of menstrual products affects girls 
in rural Uganda, so being part of the 
solution has been a real privilege,” she 
said. “Partnering with the Soroptimists 
has been a huge encouragement, togeth-
er, we’re making a real difference.” So-
roptimist International of Circular Head 
is proud to be part of this global effort to 
support education and dignity for girls.

You can learn more about our local and 
international projects by following So-
roptimist International of Circular Head 
on Facebook. 

all collections at the waste transfer sta-
tions, but this year we are trialling some 
events in more central town locations. 
This will benefit those people who don’t 
usually travel out of town to dispose of 
their waste.”

The material collected is handled and 
transported under the supervision of a 
specialist chemist and anything that has 
potential for energy recovery will be re-
cycled into fuel for industrial use (ap-
prox. 50%). Material that is unable to be 
converted/neutralised/stabilised/treated 
or is considered toxic is incinerated at 
approved facilities specifically designed 
to prevent emissions to the environment.

The group is also going to trial its first 
ever tyre amnesty in Burnie on Saturday 
29 November 2025. The event is open 
to all residents of Northwest Tasmania 
and is an action from the CCWMG Il-
legal Dumping and Littering Strategy. 
Spaces are limited and participants must 
pre-register for the event. Bookings and 
more information (including Terms and 
Conditions) can be found by visiting: 
https://events.humanitix.com/communi-
ty_car-tyre-amnesty-nwtasmania

20049 Bass Highway, Crayfish Creek
6443 4228

caradale@bigpond.com
www.crayfishcreekcoaccommodation.com.au

20049 Bass Highway, Crayfish Creek
6443 4228

caradale@bigpond.com
www.crayfishcreekcoaccommodation.com.au

20049 Bass Highway, Crayfish Creek
6443 4228

caradale@bigpond.com
www.crayfishcreekcoaccommodation.com.au

Get your trip off to a great 
start with a stay at Crayfish 

Creek Van & Cabin Park.
Conveniently situated on the 
creek itself, this park puts you 
close to local attractions and 

great dining experiences.

Thursday 6th January 1910, Daily Telegraph
Queenstown has a rather unenviable reputation as a place denuded of vegeta-

tion by the sulphurous fumes from the Mount Lyell smelters.
But the way to Tasmania’s copperopolis from Strahan, across Macquarie 

Harbor, up the King River to Teekoopana, and on to the world famed mine is 
adorned by some of the grandest mountain and most beautiful valley scenery in 
this island of natural charms. And the people of Queenstown have a happy mode 
of convincing their visitors, by presenting their arrival with flowers grown there, 
that they are not so entirely devoid of the pleasures and benefits of gardens as 
they are commonly supposed to be. When Mr. Deakin went there a few months 
ago as Prime Minister of the Commonwealth he was decorated with a Queen-
stown button hole. On Tuesday the Governor of the state received a basket of 
locally grown carnations that were probably originally intended for Lady Bar-
ron, who was unfortunately prevented by an injured eye from going farther than 
Zeehan on this, the occasion of their first trip to the West Coast.
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FOGO Collections have
commenced in Stanley & Smithton.
Learn more at
circularhead.tas.gov.au/FOGO

Smithton, Tasmania winning town of Stanley, where Her Excellency
spent time with volunteers from the Tasmania
Fire Service, State Emergency Service and
Ambulance Service Tasmania. 
It was a wonderful way to acknowledge the
dedication, professionalism and vital work that
these essential services bring to our municipality.
Between these highlights, Her Excellency also
visited other significant community locations,
including the Circular Head Trade Training
Centre – Southside Campus, Giggles Early
Learning Centre – the new facility at Wyndarra
and Emmerton Park.
Each stop offered an opportunity to engage with
local students, educators, families and
community leaders, reflecting the strong and
vibrant life we have here in Circular Head.

Stanley, Tasmania

Circular Head CornerCircular Head Corner Circular Head Council
(03) 6452 4800

council@circularhead.tas.gov.au
www.circularhead.tas.gov.au
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Council Hosts the Governor of Tasmania

With community members, we had the honour of
welcoming the Governor of Tasmania, Her
Excellency the Honourable Barbara Baker AC,
for a memorable day in our beautiful region.
The visit began with a tour of the Circular Head
Heritage Centre, where Her Excellency explored
our town’s rich history and cultural significance,
followed by the Robotic Dairy Tour at Duck
Pavilions, highlighting Circular Head’s
innovation and excellence in fresh local produce.
These stops showcased not only our strong
agricultural roots but also our commitment to
combining tradition with modern skill and
technology.
The day concluded in our picturesque, award-

Church St, Stanley Master Plan Commences

Works to revitalise one of Stanley’s most
recognisable streets are set to commence, with
Circular Head Council issuing a Notice of Intent
to close the Church St–Main Rd junction as part
of the first stage of the Church Street Master
Plan. The long-anticipated project will transform
the township’s main thoroughfare into a safer,
more accessible and welcoming space for locals
and visitors alike.
The first stage focuses on the busy junction
where visibility and pedestrian safety have been
ongoing concerns. To improve safety and traffic
flow, the junction will be permanently closed,
and Church St will become one-way northbound
towards Victoria St. The upgrade will also
include extended footpaths, new bollards and a
clearly defined pedestrian walkway, creating a
safer and more enjoyable environment for people
exploring the heart of Stanley.

Developed through extensive consultation in
2023, the Church Street Master Plan reflects the
community’s aspirations for a main street that
celebrates Stanley’s heritage while enhancing its
appeal as a place to visit, shop and gather. The
plan was shaped through co-design workshops
involving local residents, business owners and
visitors, ensuring the end result reflects
community values and priorities.
A formal process to close the junction will be
undertaken under the Local Government
(Highways) Act 1982, with an objection period
open from 8 November to 8 December 2025.
Construction is expected to begin later this
financial year, marking the start of an exciting
transformation that will enhance safety,
accessibility and vibrancy in the centre of
Stanley.
Visit www.circularhead.tas.gov.au to learn more
about this project.
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Hobart, Tasmania
Crayfish Creek
Caravan Park

Day 3
Mawbanna &

Smithton

Day 2
Stanley

Highlights
Sample award-winning honey at Blue Hills Honey
Discover the mighty Dip Falls and The Big Tree in Mawbanna
Taste local produce at Tarkine Fresh Oysters
Take a tour of Duck River Meadows Dairy and La Cantara Cheese
Factory
Stop by the Smithton Visitor Information Centre and Circular
Head Heritage Centre for local history, maps and souvenirs

Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy at the time of publication; any errors will be corrected by notice on the Council website. Articles by Circular Head Council,
33 Goldie St (PO Box 348), Smithton TAS 7330, with office hours from 8:15am to 5pm Mon–Fri (after-hours calls are taken on call). Please note that some event details are
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Planning a summer escape? Head for the wild stretch between Rocky Cape National
Park and Arthur River, a 90 km journey through ancient coastlines, sea caves and

windswept beaches at the edge of the Tarkine. WE’ve got you covered!

Best t ime
December to March offers the best

weather for camping and coastal
adventures, but the region is

beautiful year-round, each season
offering its own charm!

Day 1
Rocky Cape

National Park

Highlights
Explore the sea caves and ancient Aboriginal
rock shelters of Rocky Cape National Park.
Walk the coastal trails to North Cave and the
Lighthouse.
Stop off at Lanigan’s where they bring together
Tasmania’s finest offerings - wines, Artisan
Cheeses and warm hospitality.
Enjoy a peaceful first night under the stars at
Crayfish Creek.

Stanley Recreation Ground or BIG4
Stanley Holiday Park

Highlights
Explore the sea caves and ancient Aboriginal rock shelters
of Rocky Cape National Park.
Walk the coastal trails to North Cave and the Lighthouse.
Stop off at Lanigan’s where they bring together Tasmania’s
finest offerings - wines, Artisan Cheeses and warm hospitality.
Enjoy a peaceful first night under the stars at Crayfish Creek.

Free self-contained camping at Tall Timbers Smithton or
stay at River Breeze Caravan & Cabin Park

Day 4
The Tarkine

Drive

Tarkine RV Park
Trowutta

Highlights
Drive through lush rainforest on the Tarkine Drive
Explore natural wonders like Trowutta Arch,
Julius River, and Lake Chisholm
Keep an eye out for wildlife - platypus, echidnas,
and pademelons are common, along with a rich
variety of birdlife.

Day 5
Arthur River
& Marrawah

Arthur River or MarrAwah 
(many camping options available)

Highlights
Stand at the wild Edge of the World, where the
Southern Ocean roars against ancient rocks
Take a serene Arthur River Cruise deep into the
Tarkine wilderness
Unwind with a meal at the Marrawah Inn or walk along
Green Point Beach, Tasmania’s surfing frontier

Recommended vehi cle
A self-contained campervan or

any vehicle is suitable-most
roads are sealed or well-

maintained gravel

Essentials
Insect repellent, layered

clothing (weather
changes fast), and plenty

of time to explore

Summer Camping 5 DAY Adventure!
Top Tips from the Visitor Centre

Visit www.ses.tas.gov.au to learn more.
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Tales from Emmerton Park - meet the residents
My Story – Gwen Charles

I was born in Penguin, Tasmania, to 
Ella and Eslie Davies. We lived near 
Sulphur Creek, up Creamery Road on 
Lades’ farm, where dad worked as a 
farmhand. Life was simple back then; 
we didn’t have electricity at the house. 
Mum used a copper to wash the clothes, 
and at night we lit our way with kerosene 
lamps and candles. The dunny was out-
side, which wasn’t much fun, especially 
in the middle of winter!

I had two sisters and one brother, Jack. 
We were the best of mates and got up to 

plenty of shenanigans together. When 
I was four, I became very ill. For six 
months, the doctors couldn’t figure out 
what was wrong. Eventually, I was di-
agnosed with polio. The doctors wanted 
to send me away for treatment, but Mum 
said no as I was already over the worst 
of It. I was lucky not to be too badly af-
fected. We walked to school every day 
in those early years, a five-mile trek. 
We walked everywhere, even to Sunday 
School at Sulphur Creek. Sometimes 
mum and dad came with us, as grandma 
and grandad lived nearby. We’d often 
pack a picnic and enjoy time together at 
Midway Point Beach near Hall Point.

After a few years, we moved to Zig 
Zag Road when dad got a new job at 
Athol Overall’s nursery. They provided a 
house, and we didn’t have to walk quite 
so far to school. The school eventually 
closed in 1944, and the building was 
moved to Penguin, where the market is 
now. From then on, we caught the bus, 
which we didn’t mind one bit.

Sometimes Mr Whittle drove the bus, 
even after having two heart attacks. 
Mum and dad warned us not to get on the 
bus if he was behind the wheel, so those 
days turned into unexpected holidays!

Christmas time was always special. I 
fondly remember our Boxing Day pic-
nics at the Blythe River. Dad would hitch 
up the dray to one of our draft horses. 
He had the best horses and won many 
ploughing competitions. We loved the 
slow rides, passers-by waved and tooted 
their horns. We all enjoyed waving back.

I left school at 14 and briefly worked at 
AH Pease’s shoe store before starting at 
APPM paper mill. I worked there for 12 
years, counting and sorting paper, I made 
many lifelong friends.

At 22, I married Barry Kirkland. We 
had two wonderful children; Debbie and 
Rodney and we built our home in Som-
erset. Barry wanted to go crayfishing, 
so we moved to Stanley, on the corner 
of Hale and Edward Street. Barry spent 
long weeks at sea, and eventually, we 
separated. Mum and Dad built a unit out 
the back to help me with the kids, which 
was a huge support.

I got a job at Stanley Primary School 
and worked there for 25 years as a li-
brary assistant and teacher’s aide. I 
loved seeing the kids grow and learn. On 
weekends, I also worked splitting scal-
lops at the Stanley Co-op for some extra 
income.

While living in Stanley, I kept busy 
volunteering at Lyon’s Cottage, the Dis-
covery Museum, and the Stanley Foot-
ball Club. I met so many lovely people 
through those connections.

Mum and Dad had a shack at Arthur 
River, and we spent many weekends and 
holidays there. On the way, we’d stop at 
Duck River for a picnic, letting the kids 
run around, and later grab an ice cream 
from Hine’s shop at Christmas Hills.

One night, I went to a dance at the old 
hall at Godfrey’s Beach. Kevin Charles 
was there. I knew of him, he worked as a 
coxswain at Port Latta and I’d seen him 
around Stanley. We started chatting that 
night... and the chat went well! We mar-
ried in 1982 and, 43 years later, we’re 
still going strong.

In 2002, Kevin and I moved to Smith-
ton. I missed the beach and our family 
outings, but I got involved with the An-
glican Church and the Women’s Auxilia-
ry and made many new friends.

I enjoyed playing golf and once won a 
trip to Western Australia to play, it was 
amazing! But the best part was always 
coming home. For me, there’s no better 
place to grow up and raise a family than 
the North West Coast.

News from Wyndarra
Wyndarra Gala and Auction
What an evening!!
The Wyndarra Gala and Auction was a 

great success. Great company, food and 
music as well as entertainment by Josh 
“Pezza” Perry during his auctioning of 
our kindly donated items.

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who 
contributed in any way to the success 
of the evening. Whether you donated, 
sponsored, volunteered, entertained, bid 
in the auction, worked behind the scenes, 
or simply joined us on the night, your 
support made it a truly special evening.

We would also like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank everyone who contribut-
ed to any of our Fundraising events this 
year. The generosity of our local com-

munity, and of the Tasmanian public and 
businesses, is truly amazing.

Wyndarra Facebook page names those 
who contributed to the evening and we 
encourage the community to get behind 
these local and Tasmanian business who 
have given so generously.

The Wyndarra Supported Disability 
Units are nearing completion. Follow 
the Facebook page or check the Wyndar-
ra webpage for further information for 
updates and progress.

Life Membership for Marilyn
At Wyndarra’s recent AGM, Marilyn 

Grey (pictured at right),  was awarded 
Life Membership recognising nearly 
three decades of dedicated service to the 
Organisation and the community.

Marilyn’s kindness, patience and be-
lief in others has touched countless lives 
across Circular Head since she did her 
Volunteer Training in 1996. 

Thank you and Congratulations Mar-
ilyn.

Latest Newsletter
Our latest Newsletter is out full of 

all the latest from Wyndarra. You can 
obtain a printed copy by talking to 
Bec on 64522722 or visit our webpage   
www.wyndarra.org.au to view a copy.
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Tales from a Zeehan graveyard
Man caught in machine at Renison Bell Mine

On Thursday, July 24, 1913, Fran-
cis Henry Gorey was accidental-
ly killed at the Renison Bell mine 
when he was caught up in an elec-
tric winch.  He was originally from 
Fingal, was 30 years old, and mar-
ried with a five-year-old girl and a 
six-month-old boy.
A Coronial Enquiry was held over 
the following two days before Cor-
oner E.V. Goldsmid, a jury of  six, 
police, lawyers for the parties in-
volved, the Inspector of  Mines and 
the Assistant Inspector of  Machin-
ery.  
The jury inspected the scene of  the 
accident and saw that the clothing 
from the upper part of  deceased’s 
body, including his belt, was wound 
tightly around the pinion shaft of  
the winch.  It appeared as if  de-
ceased’s left front coat had been 
caught and he had been pulled in 
between the shaft and the drum of  
the winch.  
After formal identification of  the 

body, Dr. Donald McRae was called, 
who deposed that he had examined 
Francis’ body and found there were 
grievous injuries to the right thigh, 
right hand, face, jaw and neck, as 
well as a fractured skull.  Later 
on, in proceed-
ings the En-
quiry heard it 
was about two 
minutes from 
the time Fran-
cis was trapped 
until he was re-
leased, and that 
he only lived 
for a couple of  
minutes without 
speaking after 
being freed.  
The Enquiry 
heard from an-
other six wit-
nesses and fo-
cused on two 
key areas.  
Firstly, why was Francis in such a 
position to be caught up as the only 
time the cog wheels on the winch 
were revolving was when the winch 
was being used, and in that case the 
operator should have been using a 
lever some [3 metres] away from 
where the body was found.  
There was speculation that de-
ceased had tripped or fallen into the 
machinery, or that he was cleaning 
the shaft using a piece of  emery pa-
per while it was in motion.  Some of  
the witnesses said they would never 
do this personally, while others said 
that they had seen Gorey doing ex-
actly that.  
Perhaps a more likely explanation 
was a “rack pin” had fallen out of  
the left-hand side of  the machine, 

causing Francis to move over to 
where his body was found to inves-
tigate.  It seemed he had picked the 
pin up as it was found placed near-
by on part of  the machinery.  Wit-
ness Hugh Coull, who was the onsite 

foreman, had experimented drop-
ping the pin three times, and each 
time it had fallen straight down, 
and not landed where it was found.  
The other area of  contention was 
why the winch didn’t have a guard 
around the moving parts.  Mr A.J. 
Douglas, appearing for the rela-
tives of  the deceased, asked fore-
man Coull to read regulation 45 
of  the Mining Act, 1905, and then 
asked him for his interpretation of  
it.  Regulation 45 states “Every fly-
wheel and all exposed or dangerous 
parts of  the machinery … shall be 
… kept securely and safely fenced.”  
Coull considered the winch was 
safe although it did not have the 
required safety guard around it.  
Indeed, the Assistant Inspector of  

An event of Grace at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church

Machinery testified that he would 
have passed the winch without hes-
itation where it was, but if  it was 
somewhere where more men were 
moving around it, it would require 
more protection.  

Harry Wilcocks, the pre-
vious winch operator, 
stated he had always 
thought that the cog 
wheels should have been 
guarded.  He had occa-
sionally talked to de-
ceased about it, who had 
agreed.  He added that 
as the machinery had 
been passed by the In-
spector of  Mines, he did 
not think it his duty to 
report it as dangerous.  
After hearing all the 
evidence, the coroner 
summed up, and after 
deliberating for 35 min-
utes the jury declared 
that the deceased had 

died at the winch house, but there 
was no evidence to show how the 
accident occurred.  A rider was 
added, recommending that the belt 
from the motor be guarded in the 
future.  
The funeral commenced at 3:30 p.m. 
on Sunday 27 July when the cortege 
left the residence of  the deceased’s 
mother at 3 Pedder Street.  A short 
service was conducted at the Ro-
man Catholic Church by Father 
Bernard Murphy, who also con-
ducted a service at the graveside.  
It is known where Francis is buried 
but no physical trace remains today.
This is an abridged excerpt tak-
en from books edited by Malcolm 
Ready, Burials at the Zeehan Gen-
eral (Pioneer) Cemetery.  

A joyful event of grace and blessing 
began for the people of God at Queen-
stown, St.Joseph’s Catholic Church on 
25th October 2025 at 5.00 pm with the 
Sacramental celebration for the four can-
didates, Donnelly Eduardo Fiocco-Bar-
ragan, Ashley Wynne Susan Atkinson, 
Torry Ann North and Ameliah Jade-Te-
nille North. The celebration is all about 
the receiving of First Holy Eucharist and 
Confirmation, the seal of the Holy Spir-
it. Archbishop Emeritus Julian Porteous 
of the Archdiocese of Hobart arrived to 
confer the candidates with gift of God’s 
Grace and Spirit. 

The event began with Archbishop Ju-
lian meeting the candidates and the fami-
ly members before the Holy Mass at 4.30 
pm by encouraging and exhorting them 
to the life of virtues, and God’s Grace. 
The candidates got ready with the pasto-
ral encouragement from the Archbishop 
and were excited to receive the twin sac-
raments. The Holy Mass began at 5.00 
pm with the congregation of parents, 

teachers of St.Joseph’s Catholic School, 
sponsors, parishioners and all well-wish-
ers. Fr.Arokia, the Parish Administrator 
welcomed everyone for the celebration 
with the introduction saying, “This is 
the day that the Lord has made, let us re-
joice and be glad in it.” For it is the day 
of rejoicing as four of our candidates in 
the parish are entering into the life, love 
and grace of God fully. Archbishop Ju-
lian started the celebration and gave the 
message of the Holy Spirit for the candi-
dates by taking the events of the Pente-
cost (Acts 2:1-11), the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit on the disciples in the upper 
room. He, further delved in to the seven 
gifts of the Holy Spirit where the can-
didates beautifully answered by saying, 
wisdom, understanding, counsel, forti-
tude, knowledge, piety, and fear of the 
Lord. Archbishop exhorted everyone to 
receive these gifts which are considered 
permanent dispositions that help indi-
viduals follow the Holy Spirit's guidance 
and perfect their virtues.

After the homily, the candidates were 
presented to the Archbishop for confer-
ring the Seal of Holy Spirit with Anoint-
ing of Chrism on their foreheads. In this 
time, the Sponsors presented the candi-
dates with their saint’s name: Donnelly 
as St.John Bosco, Ashley as St.Fructuo-
sus of Braga, Torry as St.Valentine and 
Ameliah as St.Cecilia. With this great 
event of joy, the 
Holy Mass con-
tinued and finally 
the candidates re-
ceived the Body 
of Jesus as their 
First Eucharist 
to be united with 
Christ deeply. 
The Eucharist 
ended with the 
final blessings of 
Archbishop Ju-
lian for the entire 
c o n g r e g a t i o n . 
At the end of the 

Mass, Fr.Arokia extended his heartfelt 
thanks to all the people of God starting 
from the Almighty for His outpouring 
of Holy Spirit and the life of Grace for 
the candidates. The event ended with the 
refreshments at the church foyer sharing 
the joy of Christ and wishing everyone 
“CONGRATULATIONS”!!!
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When and Where: 29th November, 
Stanley Recreation Ground

Building on last year’s crowd-pleasing 
sheaf toss, this year’s event will expand 
to include a small number of traditional 
Highland Games heavy athletic events 
including the stone put and weight for 
distance. The sheaf toss — where com-
petitors launch a straw-filled bag over a 
bar using a pitchfork — will again be a 
highlight.

With divisions for women, novices, 
and open, the event is both a competitive 
spectacle and a chance for local talent to 
step up and give it a go. Entry is free, and 
all events are run with a strong focus on 
safety, fun, and community spirit - this 
is one event not to miss. Adding to the 
atmosphere, the Burnie Highland Pipe 
Band will perform throughout the day. 

Competitors need to register at 10.30 
on the day to enter the three events to 
be in the running for the Champion of 
Champions prizes. The Sheaf Toss can 
be entered individually and offers good 
prizes.

This event is complemented by the 
Circular Head Community Bank dog 
high jump, run by members of the North 
Motton Rural Youth, which has also 
proved very popular. For those new to 
the Dog High Jump, there are two cat-
egories: Large Dog (over 400mm) and 
Small Dog (under 400mm). Each dog 
has three attempts at each height, with 
the dog eliminated if it fails to clear the 
height. Owners can choose to retire their 

dog at any stage or can choose to skip 
a height if they feel their dog will clear 
a particular height with ease.  All dogs 
must be kept on leads and must be regis-
tered on the day; cost $5.

For the first time in a number of years, 
there will also be sheep dog trials held 
on the ground which will complement 
the sheep dog demonstrations. 

Throughout the day there will be 
Shearing demonstrations with the Sea 
Eagle Spinners weaving their magic with 
the fleece; a working blacksmith; the 
Edith Creek working bullocks; an inter-
active bird display with Majick Feathers; 
All About Reptile and NW Bird Club 
displays; rides on a model traction steam 
engine; entertainment by local singer, 
Jeff Power and for the younger members 
the Animal Nursery, free laser tag and 
working models.

Josh “Pezza” Perry (2024 Masterchef 
Runnerup) will again be showcasing 
local produce with Graze the Region 
including introducing some local pro-
ducers. The usual competitions includ-
ing chopping, the various cattle compe-
titions and horse jumping will be sure to 
keep you occupied while the magnificent 
entries and displays in the Exhibition 
Hall are not to be missed.

The official Opening is held at 12 
o’clock followed by the McCains Coun-
try Showgirl and Boy Competition with 
the Grand Parade the culmination of the 
day at 3pm.

There will be many displays and stalls 

around the ground including various 
food options with a sit down option for 
morning/afternoon tea and lunch over-
looking the main oval.

Gates open at 8am; adults $15, Chil-
dren 5-14Yrs $10 and $8 and Under 5 
Free. 

There will also be a second day of 
horse jumping at the Recreation Ground 
on Sunday 30th November from 9am. 
Entry is free and food will be available. 
Come along and enjoy this equestrian 
spectacle. 

Major Joint Raffle Fundraiser:
Since 2017, with thanks to major spon-

sors Greenhams, Temma Farm and Per-
ry’s Quality Meats and many other local 
businesses, over $98,000 has been raised 
with an annual major raffle. Funds are 
currently split amongst four groups – 
Circular Head Agricultural Society, Cir-
cular Head Saints Football Club, Rocky 
Cape and Smithton Circular Head Lions 
Clubs. 

This year funds raised will be used by 
the Rocky Cape Lions Club on the mo-
bile skin cancer bus that has just been 
launched while the Show Society will be 
purchasing some temporary cattle panels 
that are required each year.

It is hoped to surpass the $100,000 
figure this year, a mammoth effort in 
nine years. Many thanks to sponsors, 
ticket sellers and everyone who pur-
chase a ticket. Tickets are available at 
local outlets or can contact Show So-
ciety, email: chagsociety@gmail.com 

Sheaf tossing to return for the 2025 Circular Head Show
and will be drawn at the Stanley Twi-
light market 7.30pm on 20th December. 
Check out the ‘What’s happening in the 
Northwest’ page in this edition to find 
out more.

This photo was taken at the Wynyard 
show but shows the style required to 
compete  lol.
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Few names associated with the incep-
tion of West Coast exploration are as 
integral to this period of Western Tasma-
nian history as those of Charles Sprent 
and Frank Long. 

Little needs to be said of the latter, 
Frank Long, whose name still looms 
large in the history of the Zeehan silver 
lead discoveries and development of 
the once famed Silver City. The former, 
Charles Sprent, on the other hand, has 
largely been lost to history and outside 
of interested circles is not as familiar to 
those who still profit from his explora-
tion and discoveries.

Charles Percival Sprent, son of James 
Sprent (surveyor-general and commis-
sioner of crown lands) followed his fa-
ther into the lands department, becoming 
the administrative head of Tasmania’s 
Lands and Surveys Department until his 
untimely death from typhoid in 1887. 

Years before his appointment to this 
position, he was appointed as District 
Surveyor for Wellington from 1871. It 
was in this capacity that he undertook 
the surveys and track-cutting that would 
begin the colony’s expansion into the 
West Coast of Tasmania, becoming a 
mainstay in the wild and unknown coun-
try beyond Mount Bischoff.

In 1876 Sprent and his survey crew 
were tasked with cutting an access track 
from the region of Mount Bischoff to 
Mount Heemskirk via the Pieman Riv-
er. This track is considered by many 
to be the inauguration of West Coast 
exploration and mineral discoveries. 
While there were those already at Mount 

Ramsay, chasing the Bischoff 
granite for another bonanza in 
tin, and also parties pushing 
into the Pieman River region 
since 1870 (William Smith) 
and 1874 (William Slater), 
Sprent’s mission is consid-
ered to be the first public ac-
tion taken in this regard. 

What is rarely mentioned in 
despatches is that Frank Long 
accompanied Sprent’s party 
on their historical trek.

We know this from two 
sources. The first, from 
Sprent’s official report to the 
government (ha1876pp42) 
following his expedition, stat-
ing that he left his depot at the 
Ramsay River in company 
with his ‘usual companions’ 
(David Jones and John Burke) 
and FH Long acting for a pri-
vate interest. 

The second account is from 
Bush Correspondent, who ac-
companied the party, appear-
ing in three parts in The Corn-
wall Chronicle on the 5th, 9th 
and 19th of June 1876. 

While the writer alludes 
to and names the four men in the par-
ty though not himself, it is clear from 
Sprent’s report that this account must 
have been written by Long. There is 
some confusion in that Frank Lempri-
ere is also named, but a careful reading 
will reveal that Lempriere appears only 
after the party reach Parson’s Hood and 

Under The Horizontal  with Tewkesbury Wharf

Sprent treks back to Waratah to enlist his 
help.

What can be gleaned from these ac-
counts is that Frank Long was on the 
ground at the very beginning of the era, 
adding further lustre to his legacy. He 
would go on to see his efforts result in 
the Zeehan silver lead boom, even if he 
would not profit by it. Charles Sprent 

would not live to see the Silver City.
The track they cut would not be used 

to access Mount Heemskirk by the four 
‘official’ parties that followed on from 
Sprent’s report in 1877. The one party 
that did would almost perish in the at-
tempt, but that is another story for anoth-
er time.
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What’s happening in the West 
Rosebery Writer’s Club

For anyone who has an interest in writing songs, poems, short stories 
or books.
• Everyone is welcome, whether you are just getting interested in writ-
ing, or you’re a published author.
• We aim to bring people together in a supportive atmosphere to learn, 
discuss and share ideas about writing.
• Interested in writing, but don’t know where or how to start?
• Done some writing before, but not satisfied with how it turned out?
• Want to share your writing with others and get supportive, construc-
tive feedback?
• The Rosebery Writer’s Club is about getting together with other writ-
ers, socializing, having fun and learning how to be the best writer you 
can be.
I am testing the waters to find out how many may be interested in meet-
ing weekly to learn, share our works and give supportive advice on how 
to improve on our writing.  I have a venue for us to get together, but 
dates and times will be worked out after discussing with people who 
are interested.
For more information, call Buck on 0466 011 913
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What’s happening in the West 

Drop into the BIG Z cafe and restaurant 
for great coffee, wonderful food and 

friendly service from Mal and the team. 
Tueasday to Sunday 8 am to 3 pm

Saturday 9 am to 3 pm 
Sunday 9 am to 2.30 pm 
in Zeehan’s main street.

Delicious food at the Big Z
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What’s happening in the northWest 
PROGRAMME OF EVENTS FOR CIRCULAR HEAD (STANLEY) SHOW 

 

When:  Saturday 29th November 2025      Where:  Stanley Recreation Ground 
 

Time (Approx)  Event      

  8.30  Stud Beef Breed Classes followed by Interbreed Classes (approx 10.30) 
  9.00  Saputo Dairy Arena – Dairy General Classes followed by Interbreed Classes 

 approx 11.00 followed by Calf Classes approx 12.30 
  9.00  Equestrian Jumping commences in Circular Head Community Bank Arena 
10.00-10.30  Sheep Dog Demonstration by Pandara kelpies   
10.00  Greenham’s Trade & Export Competition (On the Hoof Judging) 
10.00  Chopping Programme commences 
10.30  Registration for Highland Games events – Sheaf Tossing, Weight for Distance 

 and Stone Put competition followed by safety and rules briefing and 
 demonstration and practise. 

10.30  Laser Tag (Free) Commences 
10.30-11.45  Graze the Region with local butcher and 2024 MasterChef Runnerup, Josh 

 “Pezza” Perry  featuring local produce and producers (Lunch break 11.45-
 12.45) 

10.30-11.00  Sheep Dog Demonstration by Pandara Kelpies (Demonstrations throughout 
   the Day) 
11.00   Practise Sheaf Tossing with former Australian Champion, Sean Vinar –  open 
   to anyone over  15 years of age. Followed by Novice and Ladies Section.  
   (Break for Opening at 12.00; recommence 12.30)  
10.30-3.30  Presentation by Scott from N.W. Snake Catchers (Hourly All Day) 
11.15   Shearing Demonstration and Demonstration by Sea Eagle Spinners,  
   Wynyard (Approximately Every Hour all Day) 
11.30   Prior to Opening at Tennis Court Area – Singer Jeff Power sponsored by  
   Woolnorth Renewables  followed by Burnie Highland Pipe Band  
12.00    Welcome by President Craig Dwyer and Official Opening by Gavin Pearce MP 

Followed by McCains Country Showgirl and Boy Competition  
12.00-12.30  Sheep Dog Demonstration by Pandara Kelpies 
12.30   Weight for Distance followed by Stone Put competition  
12.45-3.30  Graze the Region with Josh “Pezza” Perry featuring local produce and  
   producers   
  1.00   State Beef & Dairy Young Cattle Paraders followed by Dairy Young Judging 
  1.30   Circular Head Community Bank Dog High Jump organised by North Motton 

 Rural Youth   
  2.15 Approx  Followed by Sheaf Tossing competition sponsored by UBC Trade, Smithton 

 Betta 
  1.30   Presentation by Scott from N.W. Snake Catchers 
  1.45  A Grade Chopping Standing Championship     
  3.00  Circular Head Community Bank Grand Parade led by Burnie Highland Pipe 

 Band and Edith  Creek Bullocks 
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What’s happening in the northWest 
Following on from a very successful fair held in Queenstown during August the 

Burnie Stamp Coin & Collectables Club will be holding another fair in Smithton on 
Saturday November 22nd at the Circular Head Heritage Centre atb 12 Nelson St, 
Smithton.

The fair will be operating between the hours of 10am to 3pm and various dealers 
as well as the Club will have tables of items to purchase.

Bob Brunetti, the facilitator of the Club, said the event was being held to allow 
Circular Head people access to their hobby in the area without having to travel long 
distances.

The event will be held along the same lines as the one held in Queenstown and the 
two proposed ones in Deloraine and Hobart. If successfull we propose making the 
event an annual one.

We believe the event will appeal to both long time collectors as well as casual 
and new enthusiasts. There will be stalls with stamps, coins and others collectables. 
Dealers and Club members will be available for appraisals of collections as well as 
buying and selling as well.

Through our contacts we are also available to have commemorative and campaign 
medals cleaned and appraised. Ribbons can be replaced and medals reset. Miniature 
medals can also be organised.

Many people have items in their cupboards or estates needing apprasal. These 
items in many cases lay around for years as people do not know how or who to 
approach to dispose of these items.We are happy to help and advise at no charge or 
obligation.

There will also be a slide show presentation on early Tasmanian postal material 
and this will run for the duration of the event.

There will be free handouts for those interested. Nothing is too large or small 
for us to look at and we can organise such items as catelogues or other material as 
required.

We are happy to travel to assess collections if required. For appointments or ad-
vice please give Bob Brunetti a ring on 0457 336 387

Little Bird and 
Bilbo’s Cottage

Email: littlebirdsmithton@outlook.com  0450 911 955

Quirky, arty, beautifully detailed, and oh... so comfortable

Located in the central Smithton CBD 

Booking.com or Airbnb.com.au
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Over 300 colour pages featuring sto-
ries of some of the North-West Coast 
of Tasmania's most successful artists. A 
nostalgic bus-trip of humorous dallianc-
es on life in a small town. An art book, 
time capsule, memoir. It’s niche. It’s 
now. It’s 1995. So says Myf Warhurst: 
‘Justin’s genuine affection for Burnie 
shines through in this part memoir / part 
celebration of the folk who made the 
town great and paved the way for others 
who follow. Any kid who grew up in or 
is growing up in a country town needs to 
read this!’

Did you know?
* Visual artist Michaela Gleave has 

220 million YouTube views.
* Digital artist Stuart Campbell has 

made digital art for Ready Player One.
* Sabian Lynch’s album as Alpha Wolf 

debuted at #2 in the ARIA Australian al-
bum charts.

* Filmmaker Craig Leeson’s A Plas-
tic Ocean prompted a ban on single use 
plastic bags.

* Justin Heazlewood (The Bedroom 
Philosopher) had two songs in Triple J’s 
Hottest 100.

All these people are from Burnie! 
Dream Burnie is presented by the 

Burnie Arts Council, supported by the 
Burnie City Council & Arts Tasmania.

‘With a forensic nostalgia and school 
project energy Justin Heazlewood re-
turns to the town that shaped him.’ 
Release Date: February 3 RRP: $34.95

Available from: www.dreamburnie.
com and selected bookstores
DARREN HANLON

New book is a dream! Stability in adversity
TasNetworks continued to deliver safe 

and reliable electricity to Tasmanians 
throughout a challenging weather year, 
including unprecedented storm events in 
mid/late-2024.

TasNetworks posted an after-tax profit 
of $8.2 million, despite storm recovery 
costs which cost the business more than 
$20 million.

TasNetworks’ CEO, Seán Mc Gol-
drick, said Tasmanians need electricity 
that’s clean, reliable and affordable.

“It was a uniquely challenging year, 
with our people responding to unprec-
edented storm damage with skill and 
commitment,” Dr Mc Goldrick said.

“Through years of hard work, planning 
and cost saving, we’ve managed to in-
vest strongly in our network and boost 
vegetation clearing, while keeping net-
work charges under control.

In 2024/25, TasNetworks:
· Invested almost $272 million into its 

network, to boost reliability for Tasma-
nians;

· Held ‘Call It Out’ training for every 
single employee, to help support psycho-
social safety;

· Struck an Enterprise Agreement that 
supports and rewards employees than 
ever before, while helping keep power 
prices under control for Tasmanians;

· Officially halved its Total Recordable 
Injury Frequency Rate (key safety indi-
cator) over a five-year period;

· Installed 45 kms of threatened bird 
mitigation measures, taking the total to 
about 650 kms.
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Western Echo Puzzle Page

PREVIOUS ANSWERS
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Directory-Where to shop/stay/who can help?

Located at 12 Agnes Street Rosebery 7470 (In the old 
Rosebery post office, main street). Rosebery OP Shop and 
Salvage Yard has recently completed 
renovations making more room for 
new stock and there's more room for 
you to browse at your leisure. 
Furniture, clothing, shoes, white 
goods, kitchenware, appliances, DVDs 
and much more. 
We sell on consignment, buy, sell, and 
we accept donations too. Both cash or 
card payments are accepted. 
We are open Wednesdays through to Sundays from 10am to 3pm
Follow us on facebook too for updates, or call us on 042 173 5693...

Buster loves a bark!...and you love a bargain!

Rosebery OP-SHOP & SALVAGE YARD

The Tyrebox has provided tyre sales and repairs to the west coast for 14 years.  
With over 300 tyres in stock in popular sizes to suit passenger, SUV, commercial  
& 4WD vehicles.  
Simon is exited to announce the arrival of the new MAXXIS RAZR AT 781 ats range, 
which supercedes the AT771 in many popular 4wd sizes. 
"When you need to retyre" Call Simon on 64 711440   Industrial estate, Queenstown

Silver City Tree Care PTY LTD
Complete Tree Service

Stump Grinding
Chipping

Vegetation Management
3.8t Excavator 

Gardening & Firewood Sales 
Registered Company Fully Insured

Line Marking
 Roof  Painting 

Interior Painting 
Exterior Painting 

Commercial Painting Call Us  0432 514 563
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Molly's Cafe 
Strahan

8 - 10 Innes Street Strahan  
  Ph: (03) 6471 7253

Dine in or Takeaway, 
just a snack or a 

complete meal, and a 
range of grocery items

Real food, real people, 
and always a smile at

We work very hard to put our 
customers first, providing quality 
on focus. As a community-driven 
business, we pride ourselves on 
supporting the local community 

and its events. 

     Lotto now in store! 
30 Orr Street , Queenstown,  

6471 1025

*New homes
*Renovations
*Suspended 

plasterboard & rondo 
exposed grid ceilings

19 Goldie Street, Wynyard
www.gloverlegal.com.au

Call for an obligation free quote
1300 762 753

• Conveyancing Specialists assisting with the sale and purchase 
of homes, vacant land, farms, businesses and commercial 
properties

• Wills, Powers of Attorney and Estate Planning

• Specialists in all Personal Injuries Claims including motor 
vehicle accidents, workers compensation and criminal injuries 
compensation claims 

19 Goldie Street, Wynyard
www.gloverlegal.com.au

Call for an obligation free quote
1300 762 753

• Conveyancing Specialists assisting with the sale and purchase 
of homes, vacant land, farms, businesses and commercial 
properties

• Wills, Powers of Attorney and Estate Planning

• Specialists in all Personal Injuries Claims including motor 
vehicle accidents, workers compensation and criminal injuries 
compensation claims 

Huon Pine Gallery Huon Pine Gallery 
and Shop - Strahan  and Shop - Strahan  
Handcrafted Huon Handcrafted Huon 

Pine WaresPine Wares

Homewares & kitchenalia 

Unique gifts

Hard to find ingredients

Tasmanian made products

Serving Tassie ice cream

44 Goldie St, Wynyard
ph. 0421 831 575

Cafe, takeaway,  
all homemade 

cooking,  
fish & chips, pizza

General Store, 
Groceries and 
Post Office. 

526 Mengha Road 
Forest 

6458 3139

General Store
Forest Rural and Rust

Unique Australian 
Made Gifts

Metal Art, Local Jigsaw 
Puzzles, Tasmanian Fudge, 
Leadlight Creations, Local 

Tarkine Honey, Stubby 
Holders, Books, Fridge 

Magnets and much more

26 Smith St, Smithton

Directory-Where to shop/stay/who can help?

Fiona Blizzard
MOBILE TRAVEL ADVISOR

0461 284 989

fblizzard@mtatravel.com.au

mtatravel.com.au/fblizzard

Fiona Blizzard
MOBILE TRAVEL ADVISOR

0461 284 989

fblizzard@mtatravel.com.au

mtatravel.com.au/fblizzard

Fiona Blizzard
MOBILE TRAVEL ADVISOR

0461 284 989

fblizzard@mtatravel.com.au

mtatravel.com.au/fblizzard

Fiona Blizzard
MOBILE TRAVEL ADVISOR

0461 284 989

fblizzard@mtatravel.com.au

mtatravel.com.au/fblizzard

Ged’s Lawn Mowing  
& Pressure Cleaning

Ged Steenbergen 
0476 136 085  
or 0466 942 735
Garden Maintenance

Gutter Cleaning
Pressure Cleaning

Weeding
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Round Five of Cradle Coast NRM’s 
Community Capacity Small Grants 
Program is well underway, providing 
funding and support to local communi-
ty groups across north-west and western 
Tasmania to continue their valuable nat-
ural resource management (NRM) work 
both on the ground and through commu-
nity engagement and education.  

A total of $15,000 has been granted 
across eleven community groups to un-
dertake a range of important NRM ac-
tivities. Tackling weeds is a focus for 
many grant recipients, including rice 
grass treatment in Duck Bay, remote area 
weed treatment along the coastline of the 
Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage 
Area and treatment of willows along the 
Forth River. 

Biodiversity and revegetation are also 
priorities, with native planting planned 
at the Community Farm in Oldina and 
at Sisters Beach. Devonport Communi-
ty Landcare will use their funds to pur-
chase equipment for both revegetation 
and weed control. 

Other groups will deliver a combi-
nation of community engagement and 
conservation efforts, with the Ulverstone 
Community Garden planting native spe-
cies and providing workshops on the 
benefits of incorporating native plants 
alongside edible gardens. 

Cradle Mountain Wildcare will also 
provide workshops, with their activities 
focusing on the propagation and plant-
ing of native species endemic to Cradle 
Mountain. A recent successful workshop 

Small grants create meaningful 
impacts for community groups

with Jim McLeod taught propagation 
techniques for local plants, which, once 
established, will be used in revegetation 
plantings around the Cradle Mountain 
Visitor Centre. 

The protection of Little Penguins is 
another focus among the grant recipi-
ents. King Island Landcare is developing 
brochures on Little Penguins on the is-
land, while Penguin Rehab and Rescue 
in Burnie will purchase cameras to as-
sess the health of recovering penguins 
for release into the wild without human 
interaction.

Additionally, Keep Cups will be pur-
chased for use at future North-West 
EcoFest events, completing a full set of 
reusable crockery for the event’s Waste 
Not Hub to eliminate single-use plastics.

Cradle Coast NRM wishes to congrat-
ulate all the successful groups, including 
Cradle Mountain Wildcare, the Circular 
Head Landcare Group, Devonport Com-
munity Landcare, King Island Landcare, 
Live Well Tasmania, the North West 
Environment Centre, Penguin Rehab 
and Release, Sisters Beach Wildcare, 
Wildcare SPRATS, the Ulverstone Com-
munity Garden and the Wilmot Willow 
Busters. 

 For more information or to be connect-
ed with one of the community groups to 
volunteer your time towards one of these 
invaluable projects, please contact Claire 
Jinnette, Cradle Coast NRM Engagement 
Officer at cjinnette@cradlecoast.com. 
Claire Jinnette, NRM Engagement Of-
ficer, Cradle Coast NRM 

The Western Regional Strategic Part-
nership (WRSP) hosted forty residents at 
the Paragon Theatre for a progress up-
date for the community on Thursday 6th 
of November.

Updates included the Telstra Roundta-
ble held earlier the same day, the fami-
ly day care centre being progressed by 
Coastal Family Daycare for Rosebery, 
Bluestone Mines Rentails Project and 
the kick off a partnership with Regional 
Institute of Australia (RIA) to develop a 
Community Benefits Framework.

RIA is an organisation spanning back 
15 years and specialises in researching 
and identifying solutions unique to re-
gional development in Australia. RIA 
will be collecting input from multiple 
stakeholders (business, industry, and the 
community) and identify a framework 
by which project developers can contrib-
ute resources (people, equipment, assets, 
and finances) in a way in which there is 
a tangible benefit to the community well 
beyond the completion of the project. 
Projects typically bring an influx of peo-

Stockists of: 
• Steel  • Aluminium
• Stainless  • Chain
• Seals  • Bolts  • Bearings
• Tapered Sleeves
• Hydraulic Hose & Fittings
• Welding Consumables
• Hydraulic Cylinders

16-18 Grey St, Smithton TAS 
6452 1447

ple and money, which benefits some but 
probably disrupts others, so the frame-
work is targeted to provide a more stra-
tegic approach to what positive legacies 
the community experience after the proj-
ect has been constructed.

The Chair of WRSP, Ray Mostogl, who 
also represents the mining industry in the 
steering committee said, “There is much 
more to the Western Tasmanian commu-
nity than mining, drawing reference to 
the successful recent event Unconformi-
ty and the growth of tourism, and it is 
important major mining, and renewable 
projects can proceed, because they are 
still important for Tasmania overall, but 
do so without harming the other import-
ant parts of the community, culture and 
economy.”

This week saw Liz Youd, the WRSP 
Project Leader finish up to take a full 
time position with GHD. The Committee 
acknowledged Liz’s contribution earlier 
that day and wished her the very best in 
her next endeavour. Advertising for the 
role will commence soon.

 

Benefit update for West Coast

In thirteen years Mount Lyell has yielded to the mental and physical labor be-
stowed on it 100,000 tons of copper, 9,000,000 ounces of silver, 300,000 of gold, 
and 2,500,000 pounds in dividends to its shareholders.

In addition to this it has provided livings and something more for thousands of 
people, and has been a source of considerable revenue for the State.

The record of Mount Lyell is one which Tasmania may be justly proud, and it 
forms perhaps the best tribute that could be paid to Mr. Sticht and the large num-
ber of others associated with him in one way and another in the practical work 
that has made its compilation possible.

More from the Thursday 6th January 1910, Daily Telegraph
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Coaches and players wanted

Recently Tricia Florent and Judith 
Howard attended the State CWA Con-
ference at Grindelwald in Launceston.  
Delegates from all over the state met to 
vote on suggested internal motions and 
to hear some very interesting speakers.  

Prof Scot Ling Marine Biologist IMAS 
spoke on the collapse of our native giant 
kelp forests due to warming sea waters 
bringing sea urchin larvae that eat the 
kelp and endanger the sea life that de-
pend on them such as juvenile lobsters 
and abalone.  Tasmanian waters are 4 
times warmer than anywhere else in the 
world. They also lack nutrients neces-
sary for the local developing sea life.  
IMAS have partnered with Eaglehawk 
Dive Centre to train divers to rid the ar-
eas of sea urchins and reseed giant kelp. 
This is proving successful and will con-
tinue to free up and reseed further areas 
in southern waters.

Peter Buzza from Regional Internet 
Access spoke about the internet connec-
tions in regional and rural areas.  He is 

willing to help anyone experiencing dif-
ficulties and can be contacted by email: 
regionaltechhub.org.au or 

phone: 1300 081 029
Chris Batt spoke on the Housing Pol-

icy in Australia. He gave us some inter-
esting statistics on changes to housing 
over the decades. 25 years ago, house 
prices equalled 9 years average wage 
now equal 16.5 years average wage. 
1950 most homes were government built 
by 2024 only 3.5% are government built. 
There has been a gradual decline since 
1990’s after bank deregulation which en-
couraged investment housing.  There are 
now 4 empty houses for every homeless 
person.

Giselle Burmingham spoke on AI (Ar-
tificial Intelligence) which gave us some 
insight to how we use AI without realis-
ing e.g. voice commands, smart phones 
etc. AI already used in Centrelink and 
banking. Which got us thinking about 
what safeguards we might need in the 
future.

Circular Head CWA news

The Rosebery-Toorak Football Club 
- a proud and longstanding member of 
the North West Football Association 
(NWFA) is calling for expressions of 
interest from enthusiastic and commit-
ted individuals to help lead and grow the 
club into its next chapter.

After a period of rebuilding, the Hawks 
are determined to strengthen their on-
field performance and community pres-
ence, with a renewed focus on develop-
ment, inclusion, and regional pride.

Coaching Opportunities:
The club is seeking applications for 

the following coaching positions for the 
2026 season:

Senior Coach
Reserves Coach
Assistant Coaches
Skills Coach
These roles present a fantastic oppor-

tunity for experienced coaches or emerg-
ing leaders to make a real impact, fos-
tering player growth, strengthening team 
culture, and helping to shape the future 
direction of the club.

Club Secretary Duncan Murfet said the 
committee is eager to attract passionate 
people who share the club's values and 
commitment to local footy.

"The Rosebery-Toorak Hawks are 
more than a football club, we are part of 
the fabric of the West Coast communi-
ty. We are looking for leaders who want 
to be part of something bigger, who can 
help build a positive and supportive en-
vironment for our players and members," 
Duncan said.

Player Recruitment
The Hawks also welcome expressions 

of interest from new and returning play-
ers looking to take the field in 2026. 
Whether you're chasing a fresh start, 
a new challenge, or simply want to be 
part of a great community club, Rose-
bery-Toorak offers an inclusive and sup-
portive environment where everyone is 
valued.

While small in number, the Hawks are 
big on heart and with the right people in-
volved, 2026 could mark the start of a 
strong new era for the club.

Anyone interested in a coaching posi-
tion or joining as a player is encouraged 
to contact:
Duncan Murfet
duncan.murfet@bigpond.com
0438 731 223

Recently, seven Year 10 students from 
Rosebery District School were selected 
to participate alongside 35 other Tasma-
nian students in the Working on Water 
program in Hobart. The three-day pro-
gram gave students the opportunity to 
explore a wide range of careers and po-
tential pathways on, in, and around the 
water.

A highlight of the trip was when the 
students observed all stages of salmon 
farming — from the hatcheries through 
to visiting the leases out on the water. 
Many were surprised by how complex 
the process was and how many different 
stakeholders are involved in ensuring the 
salmon make it to our plates.

They also explored commercial fishing 
vessels and one of the boats used by the 
Marine Police, which gave them valuable 
insight into what a working career on 
the water might look like. The students 
visited the Institute for Marine and Ant-
arctic Studies (IMAS) in Taroona, where 
they learned from young scientists about 
the research taking place and explored 
course options offered by the University 
of Tasmania and IMAS. They also had 
the opportunity to chat with graduates 
from the Australian Maritime College 
about their study and career pathways.

They then enjoyed a fish and chips 
lunch at Mures Seafood Restaurant, 
where they met members of the Mure 
family and learned about their fishing 
business and how seafood is managed 
from ocean to plate.

The students also took part in a series 
of rotation activities with representatives 
from Skretting, Tassal, and Pennicott's, 
gaining insights into aquaculture, sus-
tainable seafood production, and marine 
tourism.

A special thanks to Tassal, Huon, and 
Petuna for their generosity and help in 
making this trip possible for our stu-
dents. What an incredible experience it 
was for our RDS students!

 
Statements from the students:
"The working on water program was a 

great opportunity to take a look at all the 
different jobs available in and around 
water. It was really interesting looking at 
the fish food factory, travelling to the fish 
pens and look at all the different boats."

"The working on water program was a 
fun 3-day learning experience. We learnt 
about boats, and I saw a starfish."

"When we went to Hobart it was ex-
citing. We learnt about fish, boats, fish 
food/farms, and whilst I didn't stay the 
whole time, I enjoyed it."

"I believe the trip was really fun and 
showed me a possible side-job that could 
involve the water as well as showing 
me how the 'waters' of Tassie lead to so 
many great jobs".

"I enjoyed being on all of the boats and 
learning about how the fish farms work. I 
was lucky to get the chance to see behind 
the scenes of the boats and factories. I 
enjoyed it very much."

"It was very interesting seeing the pro-
cess of the salmon from birth to the farms 
and all of the work that goes into it."

‘Working on Water’ school 
trip for Rosebery students
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Tulips in Wynyard Photos by Alan Jennison

What a colourful spectacular this was! The annual Tulip Festival in Wynyards was 
a huge event with hundreds of people visiting and enjoying the festivities. 

As I often do I will let the photos tell the story.  Ed
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Tulips in Wynyard Photos by Alan Jennison
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Our museum is run entirely by 
dedicated local volunteers com-
mitted to preserving the rich histo-
ry of Waratah and its surrounding 
areas.
Our opening hours are as fol-
lows: seven days a week, from 
10 AM to 3 PM. We are locat-
ed on Smith Street in Waratah. 
Ore Dresser 
This model of the Mount Bischoff 
Ore Dresser is kept and main-
tained at the Zeehan Museum. 
Unfortunately, we do not have any 
information about who made it or 
when it was created. 
If anyone has any knowledge 
regarding this Ore Dresser, we 
would greatly appreciate it if you 
could share the information with 
the Zeehan Museum. This would 
help us piece together its history 
and story.

WARATAH – Gateway to the Wilds 
 
 
Have you heard of or been to Waratah, Tasmania? 

 

Waratah is a town located in the Northwest of Tasmania, approximately 60 kilometers from Cradle Mountain. It 
serves as a base for visiting the Northwest region. Waratah is a small historic mining community near the 
Tarkine/Takayna Wilderness, known for Waratah Falls in its center and the former Mt Bischoff tin mine. The town 
was established to support tin mining operations and features preserved historical buildings, a platypus viewing 
platform, trout-stocked lakes, and access to forests, waterfalls, and the Western Wilds region. 
 
In 1886, Waratah became Australia's first town with electric streetlights and was the site of what was once the 
richest tin mine in the Southern Hemisphere. After the Mount Bischoff tin mine—once the state's first major mineral 
resource—closed permanently following intermittent operations until 2010, the population declined significantly. 
The remaining history of the town is maintained through preserved sites and the Waratah Courthouse Museum, 
which displays artifacts, photographs, and stories about early settlers and miners. The area continues to offer 
natural attractions including a waterfall in the town center and proximity to the Tarkine wilderness. 
 
Philosopher Falls, named after James "Philosopher" Smith who found tin in the area in 1871, is located about nine 
kilometers from Waratah. It is a multi-tiered waterfall within rainforest surroundings, and various species of fungi 
can be observed at certain times of year. The falls can be easily accessed by following signage from Waratah 
towards Savage River; the car park is located on an unsealed road nearby. 
 
Today, Waratah has a population of around 240 residents. During periods of snowfall, visitors frequent the town. Local amenities include a Roadhouse and 
the historic Bischoff Hotel offering refreshments. Accommodation options available in Waratah include the Bischoff Hotel, multiple bed-and-breakfast 
establishments, a Caravan Park adjacent to lakes, and an RV stay at Waratah Alpaca & Pepperberry Farm. 

 

What’s on in Waratah this month! 
 

Every Thursday Music Night at The Hub  
    Ritchie street 5-7pm 
 

Every Wednesday A Bit Sketchy 
Till 12 Nov  A community art program 

Talent optional All materials provided 
   Free your Inner artist 

The Community Hub, 
Ritchie street 1-4pm 

 
16 Oct    Caring for Dementia 

By Dementia Australia 
Facilitated by Access to Health Services 
RSVP 9 Oct Gillian 0483126775 
2-30 till 3-30pm 

 
Every Tuesday Indoor bowls @ The Mens Shed 
And Sunday  Elma Fagan Community Centre 

    2pm till 4pm Gold Coin Donation 
    All equipment provided.      

No experience necessary 
Photographer – Judi Hunter 

 

 

"The biggest adventure you can take  

is to live the life of your dreams

Photographer – Judi Hunter 

 

Seeking dresser answers

WARATAH – Gateway to the Wilds
Have you heard of, or been to Waratah, Tasmania?

Waratah is a town located in the Northwest of 
Tasmania, approximately 60 kilometers from Cradle 
Mountain. It serves as a base for visiting the Northwest 
region. Waratah is a small historic mining community 
near the Tarkine/Takayna Wilderness, known for 
Waratah Falls in its center and the former Mt Bischoff 
tin mine. The town was established to support tin 
mining operations and features preserved historical 
buildings, a platypus viewing platform, trout-stocked 
lakes, and access to forests, waterfalls, and the Western 
Wilds region.

In 1886, Waratah became Australia's first town with 
electric streetlights, and was the site of what was once 
the richest tin mine in the Southern Hemisphere. After 
the Mount Bischoff tin mine (once the state's first major 
mineral resource), closed permanently following 
intermittent operations until 2010, the population 
declined significantly. The remaining history of the 
town is maintained through preserved sites and the 
Waratah Courthouse Museum, which displays artifacts, 
photographs, and stories about early settlers and 

miners. The area continues to offer natural attractions 
including a waterfall in the town center and proximity 
to the Tarkine wilderness.

Philosopher Falls, named after James "Philosopher" 
Smith who found tin in the area in 1871, is located 
about nine kilometers from Waratah. It is a multi-
tiered waterfall within rainforest surroundings, and 
various species of fungi can be observed at certain 
times of year. The falls can be easily accessed by 
following signage from Waratah towards Savage 
River; the car park is located on an unsealed road 
nearby.

Today, Waratah has a population of around 240 
residents. During periods of snowfall, visitors frequent 
the town. Local amenities include a roadhouse and 
the historic Bischoff Hotel offering refreshments. 
Accommodation options available in Waratah include 
the Bischoff Hotel, multiple bed-and-breakfast 
establishments, a Caravan Park adjacent to lakes, 
(you might even spot a platypus or two), and an RV 
stay at Waratah Alpaca & Pepperberry Farm.

What’s on in Waratah 
this month!
Every Thursday	  
Music Night at The Hub  
Ritchie street 5-7pm
12 November	   
A Bit Sketchy 
A community art program
Talent optional  
All materials provided 
Free your Inner artist
The Community Hub,
Ritchie street 1-4pm
21 November & 5 December   
Community Lunch
Every fortnight  12pm at  
Rosebery Neighbourhood House
Booking Essential 03 6473 1497
8 Agnes Street, Rosebery
6 December   
Welcome to Summer in Waratah	
Waratah Mens Shed
6pm till late $10 entry 
Presented by Warwyn Council  
and Waratah Action Group
Every Tuesday and Sunday   
Indoor bowls @ The Mens Shed
Elma Fagan Community Centre	
2pm till 4pm Gold Coin Donation	
All equipment provided.  
No experience necessary

With fantastic fungi and a waterfall in 
the middle of the town, Waratah is a 

must see destination! 
Photos above and below by Judi Hunter

Some of the Waratah locals out collecting waratah in 1916. 
This was sent to Hobart to raise money for various charities. 

Photo by John H Robinson, hand coloured by Jan van Oevelen from the Netherlands
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Cradle Coast Authority (CCA) is 
pleased to announce the appointment of 
Ian Vanderbeek as the new Chair of the 
CCA Board.

Mr Vanderbeek is an accomplished 
senior executive and non-executive di-
rector with more than 40 years of inter-
national experience across the transport, 
logistics, and agriculture sectors. His ex-
tensive leadership background includes 
serving as Managing Director, Chief 
Executive Officer, and Independent Di-
rector in Australia, the United States, Eu-
rope, Asia, and the Pacific.

Cradle Coast Authority CEO Philip 
Reid said Mr Vanderbeek’s appointment 
brings a valuable mix of strategic lead-
ership, governance experience, and com-
mercial insight to the organisation.

“Ian’s global perspective and extensive 
board experience across government, 
listed and privately held companies will 
be a great asset to CCA as we continue 
to deliver on our regional priorities and 
strengthen collaboration across north-
west and western Tasmania,” Mr Reid 
said.

Mr Vanderbeek said he looked forward 
to supporting the organisation’s work 
across the region.

“Cradle Coast Authority plays a crit-
ical role in advancing sustainable eco-
nomic growth and prosperity across the 
region,” said Mr Vanderbeek. “I regard 
economic development not simply as fi-
nancial progress, but as a strategic driver 
for stronger communities, expanded op-
portunities, and improved quality of life.

My involvement as a Board member of 
Metro Tasmania and TasRail has provid-
ed valuable insight into the transport and 
infrastructure priorities shaping the Cra-
dle Coast region. This experience rein-
forces my commitment to advocating for 
initiatives that deliver enduring value for 
communities, industry, and stakeholders 
alike.”

Mr Vanderbeek is recognised for his 
strategic thinking, analytical capability 
and collaborative leadership style. He 
has a strong record of delivering results 
in complex and regulated environments 
and is known for building high-perform-
ing, diverse teams that achieve meaning-
ful outcomes.

Most recently, he served as President 
of Airline Operations for U.S.-based 
Southern Airways Express and now 
consults across multiple sectors while 
serving as a Non-Executive Director on 
several government and private boards. 
He holds a Bachelor of Business and is 
a Fellow of the Australian Institute of 
Company Directors.

The Cradle Coast Authority thanks 
outgoing Chair, the Hon. Sid Sidebot-
tom, for his leadership and invaluable 
contributions to the region. CCA will 
recognise Sid’s service to the organi-
sation at the upcoming Annual General 
Meeting on Wednesday, 3 December at 
9.30 am.

Mr Vanderbeek will commence in the 
role on 1 January 2026.

Ian Vanderbeek appointed Chair of the 
Cradle Coast Authority Board
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