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My Office is open!

My Electorate Office is open 
to the Braddon community.
If you need any assistance with Federal 
Government services or would like to request 
a special birthday or anniversary message, 
please contact or visit my office 
Monday to Friday, 9.00am to 5.00pm.

Shop 9 Columnar Court, 
22 Wilmot Street, Burnie TAS 7320

Anne.Urquhart.MP@aph.gov.au

(03) 6431  1333

Authorised by A Urquhart, ALP, Shop 9 Columnar Court, 22 Wilmot Street, Burnie TAS 7320
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Australia Day is for everybody
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Here at the Western Echo we love a good debate. If you have a concern, griev-
ance, pet hate or even wish to congratulate someone for doing the RIGHT thing, 
then this is the place for it. Please note though, that everyone has the right to reply 
to your letter and we at the Western Echo are under no obligation to publish if 
things look like they are getting out of hand. We do reserve the right to edit letters 
for reasons such as clarity and length. Other than that, feel free to have YOUR say. 
These views in this newspaper, political or otherwise, are not necessarily those held 
by the editor or anyone professionally associated with the Western Echo. 

Letters  to the editor...

Editor:  Alan Jennison   0488 2782 99  alan@westernecho.news

Woof to you all... Wendy

Western Echo ‘Wendy’
So many exciting things are happening at the moment! 
The biggest is that I have a new home in a place called 
Wynyard and I love it! So many places to walk, so many 
sniffs and so many other puppies to meet and play with. 
Dad has been taking me 
on walks down to the river 
and the beach and it is such 
a different place than I am 
used to. 
Wait until the cats get up 
here! A much bigger yard to 
play in,  lots of birds and a 
strange creature Dad called 
a ‘Bandicoot. I am sure we 
will be friends as it doesn’t 
mind me at all. 

I was touring through Tassie finally af-
ter retiring, with my Belgian boyfriend 
from 1980(!) and we based ourselves in 
Zeehan for 3 nights.. I am from the Hunt-
er Valley/ Lake Macquarie area. 

I have travelled all over the world 
during my youth - India , East Africa , Is-
rael, Sinai , Greece, Italy , Spain, France, 
USA, Mexico, Peru, England, Wales, 
Ireland, Scotland, Netherlands and the 
Nordic countries.. and finally got the op-
portunity to take my 4WD across Bass 
Strait.  

Well.. we rumbled into Zeehan and I 
was captivated by the beautiful build-
ings and the surrounding countryside 
and coastline.. what a special place! 
We dined at the club and had great food 
at Duncans. I wanted to go and photo-
graph the beautiful architecture of the 

seemingly disused buildings in the main 
street and check out the train engines 
lined up on display.. I remember simi-
lar relics from my childhood staying at 
my Aunty’s place in Cessnock as a small 
child.   

We ran into Alan ( from The West-
ern Echo) on the street and he ,like my 
partner, have model trains! They shared 
secret Men’s stuff about that subject for 
a bit.. meanwhile I was photograph-
ing the impressive seemingly desert-
ed buildings. I said I was sad that the 
town had seen better days and was in-
formed by Alan that it looks like they 
are going to restart more mining and 
there will be a new boom heading Zee-
han’s way!! I sure hope this eventu-
ates!  You readers live in a magic place! 
Pauline White

Whether it’s an injured lizard, wallaby, 
possum, bandicoot or other Australian 
native creature please reach out to 
your local contacts BEFORE calling 
Bonorong or WIRES.  
We can help quicker in most cases. 
We have specialists in snakes, lizards, 
quolls, devils, wallabies, possums and 
wombats etc. 
Amanda Norris - 0459825 241 
Microbats, lizards, snakes 
Angie Capan - 0409 164 394 
Snake relocation 
AWCI  - 0423 625 183 
Most mammals 
WIRES AUSTRALIA WIDE 
1300094737
Launceston Area - Bonorong 
0447264625
Hobart - Amanda 0419612624 to get the 
correct carer 

YOU HAVE FOUND A 
BABY!  
NEXT STEPS
1.Location/state
2.If bub is furred, pop into a pillow-
case as close as possible to your heart 
(depending on breed, I wouldn’t put a 
devil there).
UNFURRED leave in mum, if possible, 
keep warm and pop both in a pillowcase 
if mums deceased, and ring your closest 
contact at right 
MOST IMPORTANTLY 
DO NOT WAIT
DO NOT FEED IT
DO NOT LET IT GET COLD 
DO NOT TAKE TO A VET (EXCEPT 
AS A LAST RESORT) PLEASE, WE 
VALUE WILDLIFE’s LIVES. 
And please, slow down when driving at 
night

Animals in need and what to do

ANDREW WHITTAKER,8/12/87 to 3/1/2026.  
Thankyou to everyone that has been in touch with myself and my family, after 
our devastating loss of Andrew. The kind words that were shared,the memo-
ries I will hold in my thoughts.rest easy my boy. Love, mum.

Call us to arrange a clean and service  
or quote for a new unit.  0417 310 028

NEED A SPARKY? Contact 
Frank at DILLON ELECTRICAL 

We service the West Coast of Tasmania and will be happy to help you with all your electrical needs

HEAT PUMPS! 
Heat pump systems require regular 
maintenance to ensure optimal 
performance. Let us help you with our 
servicing and cleaning solutions. We 
can also supply and install heat pumps 
to suit your requirements.
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West Coast pride reaches the 
halls of Parliament

The spirit of the West Coast echoed 
through the halls of Federal Parliament 
last week, with the 128th Mount Lyell 
Strahan Picnic officially recognised on 
the national stage.

Member for Braddon Anne Urquhart 
MP rose in the Federation Chamber on 
5 February to formally acknowledge the 
enduring legacy of the event. Having 
joined the crowds at West Strahan Beach 
on 26 January, Ms Urquhart told Parlia-
ment that the Picnic remains one of the 
region's most "enduring and treasured" 
traditions, reflecting the resilience and 
deep sense of belonging that defines our 
community.

For locals, seeing the Picnic etched 
into Hansard—the permanent national 
record—is a significant moment of rec-
ognition. It's a nod to the identity of the 
West, acknowledging a tradition that has 
survived and thrived through more than 
a century of change. More importantly, 
it means the hard work of a small com-
munity is being seen and valued at the 
highest level.

The Picnic's story is as old as the mines 
themselves, beginning in 1897 when 
families first made the trip from Queen-
stown to the King River for a day of re-
spite. By 1899, the celebration found its 

forever home on the sands of West Strah-
an, establishing a legacy of nostalgia and 
connection that has only grown stron-
ger with time. What started as a simple 
escape for mining families has evolved 
into a massive annual homecoming—a 
day that unites all of the towns on the 
West Coast and welcomes visitors into 
the heart of our community.

Ms Urquhart used her speech to high-
light the "spirit of a community that sup-
ports one another through good times 
and tough times," placing the credit firm-
ly with those who make it happen.

The event's success year after year is 
down to the tireless work of the Mount 
Lyell Strahan Picnic Committee and 
the many volunteers who keep the tra-
dition alive. This year's celebration was 
also built on the vital backing of local 
businesses, service groups, donors, and 
sponsors, alongside an ongoing partner-
ship with the West Coast Council.

While the day is anchored in pride, 
its true value lies in the way it brings 
people together. In the halls of Can-
berra, the message was clear: the West 
Coast doesn't just remember its his-
tory; it lives it through every gen-
eration that gathers on the beach. 
Photos from the picnic on page 6

In true Circular Head style, our com-
munity has once again come together 
to celebrate learning - and this time, it’s 
thanks to a very special caterpillar.

Collins the Caterpillar has become 
the newest and most colourful addition 
to the Walking Words Literacy Trail in 
Smithton. Stretching six metres long, 
Collins was created to give children and 
families the chance to practice singing 
the alphabet, play games with letters, and 
grow their literacy and learning skills, all 
while having fun outdoors.

The Walking Words Literacy Trail has 
been developed through 26Ten fund-
ing in collaboration with Circular Head 
Council. As one of only five UNESCO 
Learning Cities in Australia, Circular 
Head proudly embraces the belief that 
we all learn for life.

Local artist Hannah Bruce brought 
Collins and a whole family of insects 
to life with her joyful artwork. Over 
62 community members rolled up their 
sleeves to help paint the trail, and count-

less others stopped 
to chat, offer en-
couragement, or 
learn more about 
literacy in our re-
gion.

When it came to 
naming our alpha-
bet-loving caterpil-
lar, the communi-
ty’s enthusiasm was 
inspiring: 46 name 
suggestions were 
submitted, and 237 
people voted to se-
lect “Collins the 
Caterpillar.”

But Collins’ jour-
ney hasn’t been 
without drama. 
Not long after his 
grand debut, some-
one stole his head, 
sparking a commu-
nity-wide search 
effort that would 
make any detective 
proud. From locals 
combing the area to 
Deputy Mayor An-
nette Dawes lead-

ing the charge, the town rallied to reunite 
Collins with his missing head. Despite 
everyone’s best efforts, the original head 
was never found.

Fortunately, the story has a happy end-
ing. McCain Foods and Greys Painting 
Service generously donated time and 
funds to help bring Collins the Cater-
pillar to life in the first place. And when 
Collins lost his head, Devonport’s En-
tertainment Alley kindly sent a set of re-
placement bowling balls, allowing artist 
Hannah to paint a brand-new smiling 
face just in time, the day before she left 
to live overseas. The result? One smiling 
caterpillar, and one proud community.

Collins the Caterpillar isn’t just a fun 
feature of the Literacy Trail — he’s a 
reminder of what makes Circular Head 
special: creativity, collaboration, and a 
love of lifelong learning.

After all, in Circular Head, we all learn 
for life.

Smithton falls in love with 
Collins the Caterpillar

From 10 February, the Queenstown 
Pump Track will be closed for around 
two weeks to prepare for sealing works.

During this time, there will be barriers 
in place and machinery operating on site, 
and for safety reasons the track must not 
be used once preparation works begin.

Sealing works are weather‑dependent, 
with the sealing itself expected to take 
approximately two days.

These works will improve the pump 
track by sealing the existing surface, 
enhancing safety, durability, and overall 
rider experience.

This project is supported through fund-
ing from the Open Spaces Grant, provid-
ed by the Tasmanian State Government, 
the Local Government Association of 
Tasmania, and West Coast Council.

Thanks for your patience while we 

complete these improvements.
Queries regarding the project can be 

directed to Council's Operations Depart-
ment:

64714700  ops@westcoast.tas.gov.au

Temporary Closure – Queenstown Pump Track
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Circular Head Council is encouraging 
local not-for-profit organisations to ap-
ply for Round Two of the 2025/26 Com-
munity Small Grants Program, now open 
until 1 March 2026.

Mayor Gerard Blizzard said the pro-
gram helps bring local ideas to life - proj-
ects that build connection, boost health 
and wellbeing, celebrate our culture, and 
support the people who make Circular 
Head a vibrant and welcoming place.

Grants are available across six catego-
ries:

• Community Development
• Community Facilities
• Cultural Heritage
• Community Events
• Cultural Development
• Sport, Recreation and Healthy Living
Two funding options are on offer:
• Major Grants up to $3,000
• Minor Grants up to $1,000
“These grants support a wide range of 

initiatives, from upgrading community 
spaces and purchasing essential equip-
ment to running local events, caring for 
our environment, or launching new well-
being activities” Mayor Blizzard said.

Council assesses applications twice 
a year to help local organisations plan, 
grow and respond to community needs. 
The program supports the goals in Coun-
cil’s Corporate Strategic Plan 2017–
2027, especially Connected Commu-
nities and Community Recreation and 
Wellbeing. It aims to build a community 
that is inclusive, active, safe and proud 
of its identity.

Recent funding has supported a wide 

range of local initiatives, including post-
natal exercise programs, community gar-
dens, youth recreation activities, facility 
upgrades, environmental projects, and 
the purchase of essential equipment for 
local sporting and community groups.

Applicants must apply online and in-
clude supporting documents, such as a 
project budget.

A separate National Selection Com-
munity Grant is also open year-round 
for Circular Head residents represent-
ing Australia in academic, arts, youth or 
sporting pursuits.

Eligible applicants can receive up to 
$500, subject to available funding.

Got a great community project in mind? Council Grants now open!

The Heather Henricks Memorial Walk 
is a community event bringing people to-
gether to support Australians living with 
lymphoma. Join us for a meaningful day 
of walking, connection, and encourage-
ment, while raising vital funds for Lym-
phoma Australia.

Here's how it works:
Sign up and register for the walk.
Facebook page is Walking for Lym-

phoma: The Heather Henricks Memorial 
Walk

Follow the website link to sign up
On Sunday 29th March 2026, gather at 

the Wynyard Yacht Club to start the walk 
at 10am. The walk will take place along 
the walking track on Old Bass Highway 
and Bass Highway, finishing at ANZAC 
Park in Somerset

What is the Heather Henricks Memorial Walk?

For help or more information, contact 
Kylie Monson on 03 6452 4803 or email

kmonson@circularhead.tas.gov.au.
Full guidelines and application details 

There will be no planned rest stops 
along the walking route, so participants 
are encouraged to plan accordingly.

Encourage friends and family to spon-
sor your walk, helping fund specialist 
nurses, education, and support programs 
for people affected by lymphoma.

ANZAC Park Somerset Fun Day
11pm to 2pm
•	 Somerset Rotary Club BBQ 

Lunch
•	 Free face painting
•	 Live Music from EMUcisians 

and Burnie Brass Band
•	 Coffee and Ice cream van
•	 Drinks Station 
•	 Fire and SES
•	 Surf Life Saving Club

are available at:
www.circularhead.tas.gov.au/commu-

nity-and-recreation/communitygrants
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Back to school, back to hospital
Early weeks of school bring higher 

asthma risk; a written Asthma Action 
Plan offers a simple step to protect chil-
dren.

As kids return to school, Asthma Aus-
tralia is warning parents and carers that 
asthma flare-ups are more common in 
the early weeks of term, making it im-
portant for every child with asthma to 
have an up-to-date Asthma Action Plan.

National data reveals that asthma hos-
pitalisations among children generally 
peak in February, the first full month af-
ter the long summer break. Past research 
also shows that hospital admissions 
for asthma in children aged 5–14 years 
increase sharply after the first day of 
school, peaking 2–4 weeks into the new 
term. The risk of hospitalisation is up to 
three times higher than before school re-
sumes. This may be due to several fac-
tors. Returning to classrooms increases 
exposure to respiratory viruses, a com-
mon trigger for flare-ups. Exacerbations 
are also more likely if children have 
missed doses of their preventer medica-
tion over the holidays, leaving asthma 
less controlled. Environmental triggers 
such as dust, pollen, and mould at school 
or on the way to school can further ag-
gravate symptoms, making this period 
particularly high-risk for exacerbations 
and hospital visits.

Asthma remains one of the leading 
causes of school absenteeism in Austra-
lia. Around 42 percent of children aged 
0–14 with asthma have missed school 

due to their condition. Despite this, only 
two in three Australian children with 
asthma currently have a written Asthma 
Action Plan, leaving many without clear 
instructions when flare-ups occur.

An Asthma Action Plan outlines how 
to manage asthma daily; how to rec-
ognise early signs of worsening symp-
toms; steps to take if asthma becomes 
severe and emergency instructions if a 
life-threatening flare-up occurs.

Kate Miranda, CEO of Asthma Aus-
tralia, said: “Back-to-school weeks are 
the highest-risk period for children with 
asthma. A written Asthma Action Plan, 
completed with a doctor or other quali-
fied health professional and shared with 
teachers, coaches, and carers, provides 
clear guidance for both daily asthma 
management and responding to flare-
ups. “It’s not okay for children to miss 
school or for parents and carers to carry 
the worry of what might happen if their 
child has an asthma flare-up. Kids should 
be at school playing, learning, and en-
joying their day without fear for their 
health. Parents are encouraged to book 
an asthma review before school starts 
and to have a comprehensive discussion 
with their doctor about keeping asthma 
under control in 2026, ensure medicines 
are current and used correctly and pro-
vide a copy of the plan to the school and 
any carers. For more information and to 
download an Asthma Action Plan tem-
plate, visit Asthma Australia’s website.

More support for salmon industry

In January, Labor Leader Josh Wil-
lie visited the West Coast to meet with 
salmon workers on Macquarie Harbour 
and show support for the industry, and 
the critical role it plays in supporting re-
gional towns and economies.

"It was a real privilege to be welcomed 
by workers in Macquarie Harbour to 
share a BBQ and acknowledge the pride, 
skill and professionalism in their work-
force," Mr Willie said.

"When I became Labor Leader last 
year I visited the West Coast and made 
a commitment to workers in the salmon 
industry that I would support their indus-
try.

"I also made a commitment that I 
would be back within six months, and I 
was glad to be up this way again even 

sooner than that.
"Too often lately, the salmon industry 

and its workers have been treated as po-
litical bargaining chips.

"While the words are often said in Par-
liament House in Hobart or via the me-
dia, the impacts are felt in regional com-
munities like the West Coast.

"When regional industries like salmon 
are targeted, so are families, mortgag-
es, apprentices, small businesses, and 
regional towns. "Supporting workers is 
in Labor's DNA, and as the birthplace of 
Labor in Tasmania the West Coast has a 
special meaning for the party.

"Our job isn't to sit in Hobart and argue 
politics, it is to stand up for people who 
work shifts, who build things and keep 
regional Tasmania alive."

Josh Willie with Matt Stackhouse (Left) and John Whittington
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Mt Lyell Strahan Picnic
Some of the action from the Strahan 

Mt Lyell picnic held on Australia Day. 
Story on page 2
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The West Coast Council is proud to 
announce the recipients of the 2026 Aus-
tralia Day West Coast Spirit Awards, rec-
ognising outstanding contributions to the 
community:

• Bernice Mathewson
• Susan Pitt
• Strahan Community Op-Shop
These recipients exemplify the values 

of generosity, resilience, and community 
spirit and their tireless efforts strengthen 
the social fabric of the West Coast and 
inspire others to give back.

Awards Presentation
The awards were announced by West 

Coast Mayor Shane Pitt at the Mt Lyell 
Strahan Picnic on Monday, 26 January 
2026. A civic event will be held at a later 
date to acknowledge recipients.

Quote from Mayor Shane Pitt
"The West Coast Spirit Awards cele-

brate the heart and soul of our commu-
nity—the people and groups who go 
above and beyond to make life better for 
others. Bernice, Susan, and the Strahan 
Community Op-Shop remind us that true 
strength lies in compassion, connection, 
and the willingness to lend a hand. Their 
contributions are extraordinary, and we 
are proud to honour them on Australia 
Day." — Mayor Shane Pitt

About the Recipients
Bernice Mathewson
Bernice is a life member of the West 

Coast Rugby Club, the RSL Women’s 
Auxiliary (Tasmania), and the Rosebery 
Festival Committee. She has volunteered 
tirelessly for decades, supporting events 
such as the Rosebery Children’s Christ-
mas Party and delivering meals for the 

Red Cross. Bernice’s enthusiasm and 
leadership have inspired countless others 
to contribute to community life, earning 
her recognition as an inspirational West 
Coast woman in 2012.

Susan Pitt
Susan Pitt has dedicated decades to 

volunteering, serving in leadership roles 
across numerous local organisations. Her 
contributions include positions such as 
Treasurer of Queenstown RSL, President 
of the 1st Queenstown Scout Group, and 
Secretary of the Queenstown Anglers 
Club Inc. Currently, she continues her 
service as Secretary for multiple com-
munity groups and as a volunteer driver 
for Community Transport Services Tas-
mania.

Susan’s efforts have ensured vital ser-
vices remain accessible, including help-
ing to establish a community transport 
service after the local taxi ceased oper-
ations. Her commitment to fostering in-
clusivity and supporting youth develop-
ment makes her an irreplaceable asset to 
the West Coast.

Strahan Community Op-Shop
Known locally as the “Harrods of Stra-

han,” the Strahan Community Op-Shop 
is more than a retail store—it is a life-
line for the West Coast. Entirely volun-
teer-run, the Op-Shop provided $11,000 
in emergency assistance to local fam-
ilies last year and donated over $5,000 
to community groups. It serves as a vital 
social hub, combating isolation and fos-
tering connection, while also champi-
oning sustainability by diverting tonnes 
of goods from landfill. The Op-Shop’s 
work aligns directly with the West Coast 

Celebrating Community Spirit: 2026 Australia Day West 
Coast Spirit Award recipients announced

Council’s strategic goals, promoting so-
cial inclusion, supporting families, and 
advancing environmental sustainability.

Congratulations to all recipients!

Thank you to everyone who submitted 
nominations—your support helps cele-
brate the incredible spirit of our commu-
nity

Last year was a big one. The Alba-
nese Labor Government has been hard at 
work delivering on the plan Australians 
voted for—making life fairer and more 
affordable for families across the coun-
try. From the biggest-ever investment in 
bulk billing to cutting 20% off student 
debt, we’ve made real progress.

As 2026 begins, our focus remains the 
same: delivering real help with the cost 
of living—right here in Braddon.

From 1 January, we launched 
1800MEDICARE, a new advice and 
out-of-hours Medicare telehealth ser-
vice for every Australian. Day or night, 
you can speak to a qualified professional 
when you need it most. This is particu-
larly important for regional communities 
like ours, where access to health services 
can be challenging.

We’ve also made medicines more af-
fordable. The maximum co-payment for 
PBS medications has dropped to just 
$25—the cheapest they’ve been since 
2004. And for mental health support, 
our free digital Medicare Mental Health 
Check-In is now live, helping Austra-
lians access care without a GP referral 
and without worrying about gap fees. 

This builds on the new Medicare 
Mental Health Centre coming to Burnie 

Anne Urquhart MP  
Federal Member for Braddon

this year and the upgrade of headspace 
to headspace Plus—both right here in 
Braddon.

From 5 January, families receiving the 
Child Care Subsidy (CCS) will benefit 
from new minimum hours of subsidised 
care—at least 72 hours per fortnight, 
with up to 100 hours for families who 
meet certain criteria, including caring 
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island-
er children or experiencing exceptional 
circumstances. 

This means more flexibility and sup-
port for parents juggling work and fam-
ily life in our region. You can find full 
details on the Services Australia website, 
but the message is clear: we’re making 
childcare more accessible and affordable 
for families who need it most.

These changes are just the beginning. 
There’s more work to do, and I’m com-
mitted to continuing that effort through-
out the year.

Wishing you a safe and successful year 
ahead as I continue driving progress for 
Braddon in 2026.

Driving progress for Braddon in 2026
October 2026 will be the 200 year an-

niversary of European settlement in Cir-
cular Head.

The Circular Head Heritage Centre 
will be holding an open weekend 7th 
and 8th of November.  The new Muse-
um exhibitions are finalised and will fo-
cus on early settlers and farming. There 
will also be events through out the year. 
Check the facebook page for photos and 
event announcements.

Circular Head  200 year anniversary
Circular Head, located in Tasmania's 

far north-west, was named by explor-
ers Matthew Flinders and George Bass 
in 1798 after the distinctive, flat-topped 
volcanic plug now known as "The Nut". 
Settled in 1826 by the Van Diemen's 
Land Company (VDL Co.) for agricul-
tural expansion, the region developed 
from a, rugged,, convict-influenced seal-
ing area into a thriving agricultural and 
timber district. 

Samuel Joseph Billing in his blacksmith workshop
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Get the most  Get the most  
from your  from your  
green bingreen bin

From your 
place

To our  
facility

Back to  your patch!

The Albanese Government is pleased 
to announce a location has been for 
the new Burnie Medicare Urgent Care 
Clinic following a competitive tender 
process led by the Tasmanian Primary 
Health Network. 

The Burnie Medicare Urgent Care 
Clinic will be located at the Burnie 
Health Hub, 20 Mooreville Road, Park 
Grove, and partnered with the soon to be 
established Park Grove Medical Centre.

The clinic will be open seven days a 
week operating extended hours. 

The new Medicare Urgent Care Clinic 
will begin delivering care for the com-
munity in the coming weeks.  

The clinic will help to ease pressure on 
the North West Regional Hospital emer-
gency department, where around 40 per 
cent of presentations in 2024-25 were for 
semi-urgent or non-urgent conditions. 

The Burnie Medicare Urgent Care 
Clinic will join the existing network of 

six Medicare Urgent Care Clinics across 
Tasmania.

Over 100 Medicare Urgent Care Clin-
ics are in operation across Australia, 
which have already seen 2.4 million pre-
sentations since the first sites opened in 
June 2023. This includes over 137,000 
presentations to the existing Tasmanian 
Medicare Urgent Care Clinics.

Minister Butler said “The Albanese 
Government is getting on with the job of 
delivering more Medicare Urgent Care 
Clinics for people in Tasmania.

“The new clinic in Burnie will be open 
seven days a week, extended hours and 
most importantly it'll be fully bulk billed.

“This clinic will take pressure off the 
local hospitals, including the North West 
Regional Hospital, and will fill an im-
portant gap in services across extended 
hours and over the weekend.”

Anne Uruqhart MP, Member for Brad-
don said “The Burnie community re-
quested better access to health care and 
the Albanese Labor Government listened 
and is delivering, the Burnie Medicare 
Urgent Care Clinic is another commit-
ment we made during the election, and 
I am very pleased to be able to deliv-
er this commitment for the people of 
Burnie and surrounding areas. This will 
ease pressure on the North West Region-
al Hospital emergency department, and 
make sure the community gets the care it 
deserves when most needed, and all you 
need to take is your Medicare card.”

Location identified for Burnie 
Medicare urgent care clinic

News from the CWA
Our local CWA members have all en-

joyed family time over the holiday peri-
od and are eager to start fresh in 2026.

Our first meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 18th February in the Em-
merton Park Clubhouse at 1pm and new 
members would be most welcome.

It will be a busy year as we consider 
the ‘Topics of Interest’ accepted at our 
state conference.

Our first topic is ‘Women Facing 
Homelessness in 
Later Life’

Women aged 
55 and over are 
an increasingly 
venerable group 
facing homeless-
ness, often due 
to rising house 
costs, health 
issues or life 
changes.  For 
many, this home-
lessness is hid-
den, including couch surfing or living in 
insecure accommodation.

CWA has a strong tradition of sup-
porting women and communities. This 
is an opportunity for our branch to raise 
awareness and offer support to these 
women locally. 

Another topic our branch will consider 
is Mental Health.  This is an important 
part of wellbeing for women, families 
and communities.  Life pressures such as 

isolation, caring responsibilities and ma-
jor life changes can affect mental health.  
Promoting mental wellbeing aligns with 
CWA’s values of care while encouraging 
early support. 

We are also concerned about the Impact 
the Loss of Small Abattoirs on Farms 
and Food Systems may have on our 
communities possibly leading to high-
er meat prices and reduced availability. 
Food security, local production and rural 

sustainability 
are long-stand-
ing areas of 
interest for 
CWA members 
across Tasma-
nia.

Changes to 
local food in-
f r a s t r u c t u r e 
affect farming 
communit ies 
like ours di-
rectly and have 

broader impacts for all Tasmanians.
Our local CWA is committed to rais-

ing awareness of these issues by hosting 
speakers from farming or food produc-
tion backgrounds, exploring how food 
moves from farm to table and encourag-
ing the use of local produce.

Changes to food handling laws may 
also affect such events as farmer’s mar-
kets.
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International Women’s Day, 
Scholarship & Raffle Last week, Tasmania welcomed in-

ternational fresh produce buyers to our 
farms, factories and fields.

The visit is part of our Government's 
Fresh Produce Inbound Buyer Visitation 
Program, connecting Tasmanian pro-
ducers to international decision-makers. 
Nearly 20 international buyers from 16 
companies across nine countries attend-
ed. China, Malaysia, Japan, the Philip-
pines, Thailand, Singapore, Vietnam, 
Indonesia, Hong Kong and Taiwan ex-
perienced firsthand why Tasmania's fruit 
and vegetables are so sought after.

It's the tenth inbound buyer program 
delivered by our Government, helping 
keep our economy strong, support Tas-
manian jobs and bring the world to our 
high quality produce.

As part of the program, I toured Har-
vest Moon with the international delega-
tion. Founded in 1981 in north-west Tas-
mania, the business has grown into one 
of Australia's largest privately-owned 
fresh produce companies, exporting veg-
etables throughout Asia and supplying 
major domestic retailers.

This visit is already delivering results. 
Contracts have been secured for Tasma-
nian cherries into the Taiwanese market, 
demonstrating the value of bringing in-
ternational buyers to Tasmania to see for 
themselves the quality of our produce.

These agreements give growers cer-
tainty, support seasonal employment, 
and encourage ongoing investment in 

orchards, packing facilities and regional 
communities.

Our investments in trade and the qual-
ity of our producers are central to why 
Tasmania's trade performance continues 
to grow. In 2025, Tasmania's total goods 
exports reached $4.64 billion, outper-
forming the national trend.

Fresh produce may not be our largest 
export, but its importance should not be 
underestimated. Our fruit industry has a 
farm-gate value of about $400 million, 
with export trade exceeding $46 million.

Exported vegetables, such as onions 
and carrots, are valued around $14 mil-
lion for onions and $5 million for car-
rots. At the same time, more than 70 per 
cent of production continues to supply 
local markets.

The Government's inbound buyer pro-
gram's success is clear: stronger market 
access, increased export certainty, lo-
cal food security, more resilient supply 
chains and sustained employment across 
regional Tasmania.

Each visit builds confidence among 
international buyers and reinforces Tas-
mania's reputation as a reliable supplier 
of premium fresh produce.

Tasmania may be small in size, but we 
punch above our scale in what we offer. 
By inviting the world to see what we do 
best we are not only exporting produce, 
we are also delivering lasting economic 
returns for Tasmanians.

Tasmania’s fresh produce is building global 
partnerships - from the ground up

March is always a special month for 
Soroptimist International of Circular 
Head, as we come together to celebrate 
International Women's Day and reflect 
on the collective power of women sup-
porting women. 

This year's International Women's Day 
theme, "Give to Gain," speaks strongly 
to the heart of what Soroptimist does 
– when we give our time, skills and re-
sources to uplift others, our whole com-
munity gains.In the lead-up to Interna-
tional Women's Day, our club is running 
a community raffle with four great priz-
es: $500, $250, $100 and $50. 

Tickets are available now ($2 each or 
3 for $5), with the raffle being drawn at 
our International Women's Day Break-
fast on Friday 6 March. Funds raised 
through this raffle go directly back into 
Soroptimist projects that support wom-
en and girls locally, including education, 
wellbeing and leadership initiatives. It is 
a simple but powerful way for the com-
munity to "give," while helping create 
meaningful opportunities for others.

One of the most tangible outcomes 
of this support is our annual education 
scholarship program. 

We are delighted to announce the re-
cipient of the Soroptimist International 
of Circular Head Tertiary Scholarship 
2026, Abigail Croft. 

Abigail will be studying a Bachelor of 
Medical Science and Doctor of Medi-
cine, and has been awarded the $3,000 
scholarship, which is offered to a woman 
who resides in Circular Head and is be-
ginning her university degree.

Abigail's educational pathway has 
taken her through Edith Creek Prima-
ry School, Smithton High School and 
Hellyer College, with each step shaping 
her passion for learning and her desire to 
pursue a career in medicine. 

Abigail has identified a significant 
challenge facing our region – North West 
Tasmania has the lowest density of med-
ical practitioners in the state, with only 
331 per 100,000 people, compared to the 
state average of 419 per 100,000. Many 
local patients are required to travel to 
Hobart or interstate for specialist health-
care.

Abigail hopes to be part of the solu-
tion, with a particular interest in helping 
address the shortage of female practi-
tioners in rural and regional areas. She is 
looking forward to the challenges ahead 
as she undertakes her tertiary studies, 
and we are incredibly proud to support 
her journey.

The connection between our raffle and 
Abigail's scholarship is a perfect exam-
ple of "Give to Gain" in action. Every 
ticket purchased contributes to creating 
pathways for local women to achieve 
their goals, build careers and, in turn, 
give back to their communities.

If you're a local woman looking to con-
nect, give back, or be part of something 
positive, we'd love to welcome you. 

Whether you can help occasionally or 
get more involved, there is a place for 
you in our warm and supportive club. 
Find out more by checking out Sorop-
timist International of Circular Head on 
Facebook.

Good news! Mt Black Men's Shed is open again 
The past few weeks have been a bit tough with the Shed closed for a week and plen-
ty of talk around town. We appreciate everyone's patience while things were worked 
through. The concerns raised about Shed funds have now been dealt with privately, 
with information reviewed by the Tasmanian Men's Shed Association (TMSA). The 
Committee has been cleared, and we're now moving forward.
With guidance from TMSA, we're getting back to basics — what Men's Sheds are 
all about spending time together, having a yarn, enjoying good company in a safe, 
relaxed space  What you need to know: The Shed is open and operating
We're sticking strong to AMSA values — mateship, respect, safety, wellbeing, and 
integrityThanks to everyone who's stuck with us through this. We're looking for-
ward to getting back to what matters most — mateship, wellbeing, and community.
More info coming soon   -   Mt Black Men's Shed Inc

Mt Black Men’s Shed – Update 
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1800 767 664

Exploring Rosebery’s
rich history

MMG is teaming up with the
Rosebery Heritage Centre to run
guided bus tours as part of the
Rosebery Festival and celebrate
90 years of continuous operation
of Rosebery Mine.

These one-hour tours will depart
on 21 February at 9am, 11am and
1pm, taking visitors on a journey
through the area’s mining past
and its role in shaping the
community today. 

From historic milestones to
modern mining, there’s something
for everyone to discover. We’ll
also have a virtual reality
experience.

Tours will depart from the
Rosebery Heritage Centre, so
come along, jump on the bus and
get into the spirit of Rosebery’s
mining heritage.

Service milestone 

Congratulations to Ian Pigden, who
has reached an incredible 55 years of
service at Rosebery Mine this month.

Growing up in Rosebery, Ian followed
in his father’s footsteps by joining the
mine. Mining has been a family affair,
with his two sisters and nephew also
working at Rosebery Mine over the
years.

Reflecting on his career, Ian said
working at the mine has felt like
“winning Tattslotto half a dozen
times.”

“I never intended to work this long,”
Ian said. “But the camaraderie and the
enjoyment I get from the job are what
have kept me going.”

Rosebery Mine

Community Newsletter
February 2026

Image: Rosebery Mine

ROSCOMMUNITY@MMG.COM MMG.COM/HOME/ROSEBERYFUTURE MMG.COM/CAREERS

Image: MMG’s Ian Pigden with his sister Chris
Winskill

Explore Rosebery’s rich
mining history

MMG is teaming up with the Rosebery
Heritage Centre to run guided bus
tours as part of the Rosebery Festival
and to celebrate 90 years of
continuous operation of Rosebery
Mine.

The one-hour tours will depart on
Saturday 21 February at 9am, 11am
and 1pm, taking you on a journey
through the area’s mining past and its
role in shaping the community today. 

From historic milestones to modern
mining, there’s something for
everyone to discover. We’ll also have
a virtual reality experience.

Tours will depart from the Rosebery
Heritage Centre, so come and learn
about Rosebery’s mining heritage.

Awards for excellence 

Congratulations to Rosebery
students Zavier Flugal and Hayley
Woods, who are recipients of MMG
scholarships for year 11 at Hellyer
College.

Hellyer College is also celebrating a
significant milestone, marking its
50  year. We thank them for their
support of our remote students over
the last five decades.

th

RCCC meets in Rosebery

The Rosebery Community
Consultative Committee (RCCC)
met last month for the first time this
year.

During the meeting, there was a
presentation outlining plans for
Rosebery Mine’s 90  anniversary
celebrations. Also discussed was
the progress of the Community Bus
Working Group as well as ongoing
sponsorship for three local sporting
organisations and events through a
Memorandum of Understanding.

th

There was also a presentation on
how community investment will be
rolled out, with the support of the
RCCC. Working groups would be
created from interested community
members. If you would like to be
involved, contact Jill Richardson.

Image: MMG’s Jill Richardson and Zavier
Flugal
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Concluding the tale of ‘Black Bel-
la’. With the characters explored 
in previous articles, a question yet 
remains as to the circumstances of 
the stabbing of Black Bella. It is 
presented as an isolated incident, 
a jealous suitor unwilling to share 
Isabella’s favours. However, it was 
not an isolated incident, but the tip 
of an iceberg. What lay behind this 
tale was a far more violent and ri-
otous action that took place in the 
closing days of 1881.

In December 1881, the licencing 
bench of Circular Head granted 
liquor licences to John Conrad at 
Trial Harbour and William Hol-
royd at Heemskirk, to come into 
effect on the first day of the new 
year. The bench may not have 
been aware that the only police-
man stationed in the district was 
twenty-five miles distant at Smith’s 
Cove. On the 17th of December, 
the ss Amy arrived at Trial Har-
bour with a load of wines and spir-
its for Conrad’s pub, ready for New 
Year’s Day.

The correspondent for the Mer-
cury describes, on the 29th of De-
cember, Christmas having passed 
off with none of the ‘scenes and 

sights’ that often disgraced the more 
populous centres ‘of every order’ and 
added that they hoped the two pubs 
due to open would have no effect 

in changing the nature of their little 
community. Had he waited a day or 
two his report would have been ut-
terly different. A letter published in 
the Mercury written by Looker-On 
describes how the men remaining at 
Trial Harbour made a rush on the 
Conrad’s pub and removed the grog. 

Under The Horizontal  with Tewkesbury Wharf
There was some show of resistance 
made, the writer supposes, ‘to take 
the down off’ and alludes to the fact 
that it may have been a concerted 

plan. There may be some truth in 
this as JP Conrad was no shrinking 
violet.

Looker-On also describes drunks 
nearly drowning in the surf, having to 
be rescued by the soberest amongst 
them. None were without black eyes 
or broken noses, and disgraceful 

scenes in connection with a black 
women taking place openly. ‘Lan-
guage cannot describe the riot; the 
hell that existed’, and those few not 
participating met with the ‘most in-
sulting language’.

Another letter, quoted in a Mer-
cury editorial, from ‘Law and Or-
der’ mentioned many of the same 
things adding an attempted stab-
bing having taken place. A Corinna 
correspondent quotes a gentleman 
through from Heemskirk describ-
ing the scenes as ‘something horri-
ble’ and adding the requirement for 
a lock up and additional police.

It is interesting to note that at even 
at a remove of fifteen years, only the 
tale of Black Bella survived, first ap-
pearing in 1896 as part of a series on 
West Coast history. No mention of 
the riot behind the tale has yet made 
it to mainstream history. It didn’t 
reflect well on the government of 
the day, and many of them, being 
Hobart people would have had an 
interest in the tin fields succeeding. 
And then there’s the litigation that 
may have ensued... 
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BURNIE
Upcoming Burnie Port
Cruise Ship arrivals 

Norwegian Spirit 
11 February, 2026

Noordam
12 February, 2026

Noordam
18 February, 2026

Norwegian Spirit 
3 March, 2026

Coral Princess
4 March, 2026

Norwegian Spirit 
7 March, 2026

Riviera - Inaugural visit
19 March, 2026

Viking Orion
27 March, 2026

Norwegian Spirit 
31 March, 2026

Norwegian Spirit 
20 April, 2026
Last Cruise Ship for the 
2025-26 season

The Makers Market will be
set up in the Marine Plaza
selling their Burnie-made
products for each arrival,
and our incredible team of
volunteers will be ready with
their renowned Burnie
welcome!

On 26 January 2026, Burnie City Council proudly
supported the Australia Day Music and Beach Party
on the Burnie Waterfront, organised in partnership
with the Rotary Club of Burnie West.

This free, family-friendly event brought the
community together to celebrate Burnie’s spirit,
diversity, and connection in a safe and welcoming
space. Attendees enjoyed live music from local
bands, face painting, children’s games, a sandcastle
competition, and a duck race raffle — providing fun
for all ages.

Burnie City Council values events like this for
building community connections, supporting local
volunteers, and activating public spaces. Thank you
to the Rotary Club, our partners, volunteers, and
everyone who joined us for a fantastic Australia Day
celebration!

Australia Day on the
Burnie Waterfront! 

stARTs in March - 60 Community Events! 

Burnie City Council is proud to be supporting stARTs
North-West inaugural celebration of arts and culture with
a month-long calendar of creative activities. 
stARTs in March is all about lifting the profile of local artists and events. 

On offer throughout the month long program are exhibitions, workshops, open
studios, community activities and more. Many events are free or very low cost,
thanks to the joint support of artists, vendors, sponsors and supporters.

The stARTS in March program can be viewed online, as an interactive booklet. 
Flip through the pages and explore the nine themed sections. 

Find something you like? Simply tap on the QR code to get more event 
details and booking links. Hard copies are available at the Council 
chambers and across participating locations. 

There’s something for everyone — all ages, all abilities, all art forms.

60 events - all in one month. What will you experience first?

For more information - www.burnie.tas.gov.au/stARTS

C I T Y  C O U N C I L

FEBRUARY  2026

More photos on page 20
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Burnie City Council were
proud to support Pataway
Collective’s SUMMERFEST 26,
held on Friday 30 January at
Wiseman Street Reserve in
Shorewell Park.

The event brought together
community members of all
ages for an afternoon of live
music, art, food and family-
friendly activities, celebrating
local culture, creativity and
connection. It was great to
see the reserve activated and
filled with people enjoying the
relaxed summer atmosphere
and supporting local talent.

Council is pleased to sponsor
events like SUMMERFEST that
strengthen community
connections, encourage
participation, and showcase
the vibrant culture within
Burnie’s community’s. 

The strong turnout and
positive energy throughout
the day reflected the
importance of accessible,
inclusive community
celebrations.

Thank you to Pataway
Collective, event partners,
performers, volunteers and
everyone who attended and
helped make SUMMERFEST 26
such a successful and
enjoyable event.

Burnie Arts 

Burnie Arts is a cultural hub
serving Burnie and NW Tasmania
for performing arts, gallery,
museum, events and functions.

What's on at

For information on these and
more - burniearts.net

 Web: burnie.tas.gov.au  -  Phone:  03 6430 5700      
 Email: burnie@burnie.tas.gov.au - PO BOX 973 80 Wilson St, Burnie, 7320

Save the date
Burnie City Market - Marine Plaza
First and third Saturday of each
month - 10 am to 2 pm

Ridgley Community Market
Ridgley Community Hall
Saturday, 14 February 2026
9 am to 1 pm

Gin and Jazz in the Garden
Emu Valley Rhododendron Garden
Saturday, 14 February 2026
10 am to 3 pm

A Taste of Harmony 
Burnie Foreshore, Hilder Parade
Friday, 20 February 2026
4 pm to 7 pm

Food and Feedback - Free BBQ
Burnie Foreshore, Hilder Parade
Saturday, 21 February 2026
9 am to 1 pm

Burnie City Council January Meeting
Tuesday, 24 February 2026
7pm

For more info - burnie.tas.gov.au

Things are coming together on site!

Pathways, building access from car parks, the external stage, landscaped
zones, tiered seating, and paving areas are all taking shape. 

The redeveloped Civic Plaza and landscaped areas will provide places for
entertainment and relaxation. Through initiatives in the Urban Plan, it will
also have better connections to the waterfront and shopping areas.

Works are expected to be completed by June 2026.

Burnie Arts Civic Plaza Project Update

Ireland: The Voyage
12 February 2026
7:30 pm to 9:20 pm

Exhibition Opening Night - Burnie Regional Gallery, Burnie Arts Centre

A large crowd gathered to celebrate the opening of Burnie Arts latest exhibitions.

With Home by Patrick Grieve and Stone Tides Weeping Trees by Troy Ruffels officially opening, the gallery was
filled with thoughtful conversation, connection, and a strong appreciation for landscapes that resonate deeply
with our sense of place.

It was particularly rewarding to see our community come together in such numbers to support local and
Tasmanian artists, taking the time to engage closely with the works and share in local Burnie stories.

An amazing effort from the Burnie Arts team, the artists, and everyone who attended and contributed to such a
successful opening night. The new gallery space fulfilled its purpose, bringing people together through art.

If you were unable to attend the opening, these exhibitions remain well worth a visit.

Both exhibitions will be on display at the Burnie Regional Gallery located within the Burnie Arts Centre from:
31 January - 14 March | 10am to 4pm | Mondays to Saturdays | www.burniearts.net.au

SUMMERFEST 26

Seventh Wonder performs
Fleetwood Mac
26 February 2026
7:30 pm to 9:30 pm

Kevin Bloody Wilson - Aussie Icon
Tour
12 March 2026
7:30 pm to 10 pm



Devil Country muster
Photos by Alan Jennison

Kicking off on Wednesday 4th Febru-
ary, was the annual talent quest with an 
open genre style of talent performed.

The only junior entrant Bobby Chook 
performed acapella. Bobby was awarded 
the junior winners Tim Guest Mechani-
cal trophy and $200 cash.

Launceston’s Jo Nevin was the even-
tual senior winner with her performance 
of Don’t Worry Be Happy in the heat and 
a great rendition of Could I Have This 
Dance in the grand final.

Jo accompanied by her ukelele, took 
out top place winning $500 cash and a 
glass plaque for her efforts sponsored by 
the Rotary Club of Smithton.

Runner-up was Kelly Bray who won 
$200 cash.

Thursday night saw popular Circular 
Head duo, Chris and Viv Boys entertain 
everyone with their style of traditional 
country music

Friday night’s Band Bonanza was a 
brilliant night of fun, music, dancing, 
and entertainment.

Kicking off the band bonanza was Ho-
bart based duo, The Goodfella’s who are 
so versatile in what they do.

Devonport’s, The Heartbeats, contin-
ued the great vibe already set, with the 
dance area packed. Brad, Paul and Jar-
rod who are The Heartbeats are a muster 
favourite.

Saturday arrived and it was Muster, 
Muster, Muster.

Our biggest crowd since the COVID-19 
Pandemic ceased ALL live music. Event 
Manager, Gina Timms said, “Each year 
we have etched away at rebuilding the 
annual muster since the devastation of 
the pandemic, and it’s thanks to everyone 
who bought tickets to ensure the annual 
Devil Country Muster is here to stay”!

Australia’s top female country artist 
Beccy Cole was the headline act.

First time muster performers, the Hus-
sy Hicks, Jamie Lindsay, Matt Scullion 
and WA’s Connie Kis Andersen all of-
fered a variety of styles of country music 
and our local Tasmanian Artists, Chris 
and Viv Boys, Montana Rose, Gina 
Timms and Zac Weeks entertained the 
audience with some great country covers 
and original songs.

An award recognising excellence in 
country music is awarded each year at 
the Muster.

 The John ‘Doc’ Turnbull award was 
presented to northern Tasmania’s Garry 
Smith. Garry who has been playing gui-
tar since he was 14, has for years backed 
hundreds of local and mainland artists as 
well as having 14 albums of his own re-
leased.

The Sunday Gospel Show still went 
ahead despite the rain. The gospel show 
moved to Riverbend’s chapel, which 
was a perfect place for all the beautiful 
hymns and country gospel songs to be 
performed.

Following a sweet melody by Alison 
Dhu on her Tin Whistle, Connie Kis An-
dersen opened the vocal part of the gos-
pel followed by Montana Rose who per-
formed some gorgeous old-time hymns, 
then followed Chris and Viv Boys who 
are always crowd favourites who intro-
duced a very special guest, Shirl Brown 
who was a welcome addition to the show. 
Unfortunately, Shirl’s health hasn’t been 
the best lately, so to have her join us, was 
very moving.

Closing the show was Gina Timms 
who has not missed a Devil Country 
Muster.

The dates for the 2027 Muster will be, 
camping opens from Monday 8th Febru-
ary, with live music commencing on the 
Wednesday night right through to Sun-
day 14th February 2027.

13TH DEVIL COUNTRY MUSTER HOSTED RECORD CROWDS

P 16



Devil Country muster
Photos by Alan Jennison
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Community Spirit on Show at Our Australia Day Celebrations

Community NewsCommunity News
Waratah-Wynyard Council

(03) 6443 8333
council@warwyn.tas.gov.au

www.warwyn.tas.gov.au

Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy at the time of publication; any errors will be corrected by notice on the Council website. Articles by Waratah-Wynyard
Council, 21 Saunders St (PO Box 168), Wynyard TAS 7325, with office hours from 8:30am to 5pm Mon–Fri (after-hours calls are taken on call). Please note that some

event details are subject to change at short notice, with notice provided on the Council website. For feedback, please email council@warwyn.tas.gov.au.

Open Daily
10am to 4pm

Inglis River Walking Track works continue
Following the completion of Project 2 on the
Esplanade at the end of last year, works have
now commenced on Project 5 of the Inglis River
Walking Track along Golf Links Road
(Wynyard). Works began early this month and
are expected to be completed in April.
Residents can expect construction activity along
Golf Links Road, with minor traffic delays at
times when critical works require a short part
road closure.
The existing walking track will remain open for
use for as long as possible, with a changeover to
the new alignment at the end of works.

There may be a short period with no track access
during the changeover or where required to
ensure safe operations.
As part of this stage, the track is being realigned
closer to the road to improve safety, accessibility
and long-term resilience in areas affected by
flooding and erosion.
Council is also working with local community
groups, including Wynyard Landcare, to
rehabilitate riverbanks and natural spaces, with
further infill and additional plantings planned at
the Project 2 and Project 5 sites during winter
2026.

Waratah-Wynyard’s Australia Day celebrations
were a chance to recognise the people who make
our community strong, while also welcoming
new faces to the municipality.
Mayor Mary Duniam officially welcomed 10
new Australian citizens (including two children),
marking an important milestone for each
recipient and their families.
Council also congratulates the 2026 Australia
Day Award recipients for their contributions and
achievements.

Citizen of the Year, Jonathan “Jono” Vincent, was
recognised for his long-standing volunteering and
leadership across the community. 
Young Citizen of the Year, Belle Lohrey, was
acknowledged for her outstanding achievements
and leadership in cheerleading (Belle was unable
to attend on the day). Community Event of the
Year, Permission to Trespass (Business
Northwest), was recognised for bringing people
together through creative winter events across
Wynyard and Table Cape.
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Yolla, Tasmania

Community NewsCommunity News
Waratah-Wynyard Council

(03) 6443 8333
council@warwyn.tas.gov.au

www.warwyn.tas.gov.au

Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy at the time of publication; any errors will be corrected by notice on the Council website. Articles by Waratah-Wynyard
Council, 21 Saunders St (PO Box 168), Wynyard TAS 7325, with office hours from 8:30am to 5pm Mon–Fri (after-hours calls are taken on call). Please note that some

event details are subject to change at short notice, with notice provided on the Council website. For feedback, please email council@warwyn.tas.gov.au.

Community Conversations return to Yolla

Yolla locals are being encouraged to drop in for a
casual evening of conversation with Waratah-
Wynyard Councillors and the Council Executive
Team, as Community Conversations return to the
region.
Set in an informal, come-and-go format, the
session is designed for residents to ask questions,
share ideas, raise local priorities and hear what’s
happening across the municipality. And in true
community spirit, free pizza will be on offer.

Council says the Community Conversations
program is part of its commitment to meaningful
engagement, helping ensure smaller communities
like Yolla have a direct voice in shaping local
decisions, services and future projects.

Key Details
When: Monday 9 FEB 2026
Time: 6:00–7:00pm 
Where: Yolla Tavern

       1610 Murchison Hwy

Waratah, Tasmania

Aus Day brings the Athenaeum Hall to life

Waratah’s Athenaeum Hall was opened on
Australia Day (Monday 26 January 2026) during
a community sausage sizzle and gathering
organised by the Waratah Activity Group Inc.
Organisers estimate at least 80 people attended
throughout the day, including local residents,
visitors passing through Waratah, and people
staying at the caravan park.

Many took the opportunity to view the exhibition
inside the Hall, with positive feedback about the
welcoming atmosphere and the town’s appeal.
The event is a good example of how community-
led activities can help activate the Hall over
summer and support both local connection and
the visitor experience.
The Hall is staffed on weekends through the busy
holiday period, 10am-4pm Saturday and Sunday
until the end of March.
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Australia Day - Burnie style
Photos by Alan Jennison

Such a great day out in Burnie for Australia Day, I had to add a few more photos 
of the festivities.  From ‘duck racing’ in the ocean to food, wine and fairy floss this 
was a day that Burnie and all Australians can be proud of.
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   Now that the song is playing 
in your head, why not take a 
visit to the beautiful Northwest 
town of Wynyard and hit 
the Wynyard Indoor Market 
(WIM) and snap up a bargain. 
   The market is open on Friday 
and Saturday from 10am 
until 4pm and a nicer bunch 
of people you would be hard 
pressed to meet.  
   If you mention you saw this 
page in the Western Echo 
newspaper then you will be able 

to grab the following specials 
from these lovely people.  
   From dog treats to model 
trains, jewellery to belts and 
electronics to clothing there is 
something here for everyone.  
You can even grab a feed! 
 Oh and the WIM is pet friendly 
too so you can bring your 
furry, scaley or otherwise 
adorned animals for a day out. 
  Make the Wynyard Indoor 
Market  a must visit place on 
your trip to the Northwest... 

it’s just a WIM away... 
   Please note, these specials 
run from 13th February 
until 13th March only. 
   Don’t forget to mention the 
Western Echo newspaper! 
Wynyard is just fifteen minutes 
west of Burnie and is a little 
known Tasmanian treasure. 
Do yourself a favour and head 
on out here for a day at the 
markets, a wander by the river 
and some of the best food and 
drinks you will find in the state.

‘Pete’s Snags’ - Half price snags

Petrice at ‘Gypsy Lea’ has 10% off 
crocheted tops

‘Be Creative’ has 5% off N scale 
model trains

Rick has 10% off Everything!Suzanne is offering 20% off all 
jewellery in black cabinet

Steph at ‘Love me two times’ has 
5% off jewellery

Daniella at ‘Blankslate.Co’ is 
offering 10% off all stock

Glenda has four hairbands for just 
$10

Tania from ‘Tee’s Vintage & Not’ 
has taken 10% off handbags for this 
promotion.

‘Maker’s Haven’s’ Sonia is offering 
$5 off all belts and Marie is offering 
$5 off baby and toddlers flared pants

Buy three bags of dog treats and 
get a fourth one free from Lynette at 
‘Bone Zone’

‘Beryl’s Crafts’ has 10% off stuffed 
and crocheted animals

Get 10% OFF concrete figurines at 
‘Anjay Creations’
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CIRCULAR HEAD
Community News

Congratulations to our 2026 Australia Day Award recipients!
Circular Head Council celebrated 
outstanding local contributions at 
its Australia Day Awards in Stanley. 
The Town Hall was full and brought 
people together over cups of tea 
and conversation and also included 
a citizenship ceremony, where 
Council proudly welcomed three new 
Australian citizens to the Circular Head 
community.

Lee-Anne Walters (Sgt) was named 
Citizen of the Year in recognition of 
more than 40 years of service with 
Tasmania Police, including over 25 
years as Senior Officer at the Smithton 
Police Station. Widely respected 
for her integrity, leadership and 
compassion, Lee-Anne has supported 
the community through countless 
challenges while mentoring new 
officers and building strong local 
relationships.

Noelene O’Halloran received the Senior 
Citizen of the Year Award for her many 
years of quiet, dedicated volunteering 

across Circular Head. A member of 
the Circular Head State Emergency 
Service for more than 15 years, Noelene 
has supported the community during 
emergencies and continues to assist 
with events and administration. She 
also volunteers with a wide range of 
organisations including St Vincent 
de Paul, Wyndarra Centre, Cancer 
Council Transport to Treatment, the 
Community Road Safety Program and 
the Community Christmas Lunch. 
Known for her kindness and reliability, 
Noelene consistently steps in to help 
wherever there is a need.

The Circular Head Football Association 
Mental Health Round was recognised 
as Community Event of the Year for 
bringing local football clubs and the 
wider community together to raise 
awareness and support mental health. 
Initiated by the Scotchtown and Redpa 
Football Clubs, the event united all four 
Circular Head clubs at the Smithton 
Recreation Ground and involved a 
range of support organisations. A 

powerful on-field moment saw players, 
umpires and community members 
pledge to look out for one another, 
highlighting the role sport plays in 
connection, inclusion and wellbeing.
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New Community 
Groups to Strengthen 
Local Voices 
Council is improving how we listen 
to, talk with, and work alongside our 
community. 

To do this we are setting up two 
new community groups. The groups 
are a practical way for community 
members and Council to have regular, 
constructive conversations and to work 
through ideas together.

Check our website 
for more information 
and to find out 
how to get 
involved.

The Circular Head community came 
together to celebrate learning, 
opportunity and achievement at the 
annual Celebration of Education event.

The event recognised the important 
role education plays across all stages 
of life and included the presentation 
of three valued scholarships, made 
possible through the strong support of 
local organisations and Council.

Scholarships were awarded to:

• Abigail Croft, recipient of the 
Soroptimists International of 
Circular Head Scholarship.

• Nevaeh Tuxworth, recipient of the 
Rotary Club of Smithton Bursary.

Pictured: Abigail Croft, Nevaeh Tuxworth and Gabrielle Radford-Bryan

Articles by Circular Head Council. Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy at the time of publication. Some event 
details may change at short notice, notice will be provided on the Council website. For feedback, please email Council.

• Gabrielle Radford-Bryan, recipient 
of the Circular Head Council 
Mayor’s Education Fund Bursary.

Established in 2002, the Mayor’s 
Education Fund supports Circular 
Head residents to engage in further 
study by helping to offset education-
related costs. One $5,000 bursary is 
awarded each year to applicants who 
demonstrate that access to further 
education would be difficult without 
financial support.

Mayor Gerard Blizzard said “this 
year we received a record number of 
applications, which made the panel’s 
decision particularly challenging. It is 
encouraging to see so many people in 

our community taking up opportunities 
to continue their education.”

The Mayor’s Education Fund is a 
long-standing example of Council’s 
commitment to the goals of Circular 
Head Vision 2050. By supporting 
residents to access further education 
when financial barriers may otherwise 
prevent it, the Fund helps build a 
stronger, more inclusive community 
and a skilled local workforce. The 
increasing number of applications 
reflects a growing demand for 
education and training opportunities 
and highlights the importance of 
continued investment in learning.

Supporting Students through a Celebration of Education

CIRCULAR HEAD COUNCIL
(03) 6452 4800 

council@circularhead.tas.gov.au

Got a Great 
Community Project 
in Mind?
Circular Head Council’s Community 
Small Grants Program – Round Two 
2025/26 is now open!

Local not-for-profit groups can apply 
for funding to support projects that:
• bring people together
• improve health and wellbeing
• celebrate our culture
• support community life in Circular 

Head

Grants available:
Major Grants - up to $3,000
Minor Grants – up to $1,000

Funding is available across areas like 
community development, events, 
facilities, culture, sport and healthy 
living. Applications close 1 March 2026.
Find guidelines and apply here:

Save the Date

Community Catch Ups

Forest 
Date: Tuesday 3rd March 2026 
Time: 10:30am 
Location: Forest General Store 
 
Marrawah 
Date: Friday 10th April 2026 
Time: 1pm 
Location: Marrawah Inn 

Rocky Cape 
Date: Tuesday 12th May 2026 
Time: 2:30pm 
Location: Rocky Cape Tavern 

Smithton 
Date: Friday 12th June 2026 
Time: 10:30am 
Location: Hugo’s Brew N Chew

Feel Good February
Feel Good February is back for its 
second year with a packed calendar 
of events encouraging residents of all 
ages to move more, connect more and 
try something new – all close to home. 
Most events are free, but you do need 
to book for some. Download the Feel 
Good February Activities Calendar and 
plan your month.

Community Brings 
‘Collins’ the 
Caterpillar to Life
Say hello to Collins the Caterpillar, the 
newest colourful character on the East 
Esplanade, Smithton. 
 
The colourful 26Ten Learn for Life 
A–Z Caterpillar was named by popular 
vote, with more than 200 community 
members choosing “Collins”, a name 
created by local entrant Pippa. Collins 
stands for Creating Original Learning 
and Literacy In New Spaces. 
 
Follow the butterflies along the 
footpath to sing the alphabet, spot the 
insects on the Walking Words Literacy 
Trail, and meet Collins for yourself.
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Tales from Emmerton Park - meet the residents
My Story – Marlene Burgess

I was born at the old Smithton Hospital 
in 1939, weighing just 5 pounds 4 ounc-
es. I was the eldest of four children, with 
one sister and two brothers. In the early 
days we lived at Forest. Dad worked on 
a farm where a house was supplied, and 
Mum worked full time keeping us kids 
clothed, fed, and watered.

We had many adventures and got up 
to mischief growing up in Forest. We 
were always up to something. We would 
knock on doors, throw rocks onto roofs, 
and sometimes we’d find an old chick-
en nest and throw rotten eggs in front of 
passing cars or pedestrians, then run off 
just for fun. We also spent many hours 
mushrooming and picking blackberries. 

We always came home with blackberry 
juice all over our faces and down our 
shirts.

I remember one day my brother blind-
folded me and led me around for fun. 
He jumped over the copper stand, but I 
didn’t, and I tore my knee open badly. 
Mum wrapped it up, but looking back it 
really should have been stitched. I still 
look at that scar and remember that day.

My school years were mostly fun. I 
went to Forest Area School, when I was 
in Grade Six most of the school burnt 
down. It wasn’t me, I promise! Unfor-
tunately, my classroom block was un-
touched, so I still had to go to school. I 
wasn’t very happy about that. I think that 
was also the year it snowed in Forest. 
There was enough snow for us to build a 
snowman, which was very exciting.

After Grade Seven I went to Smith-
ton High School. I learned typing and 
shorthand, although I could never read 
the shorthand back. I also worked after 
school at the phone exchange and the 
Never Shut Shop at Forest. I didn’t really 
like school and was always getting into 
trouble for talking, I’m not sure why, but 
I got there in the end.

I loved sport and played the Forest ten-
nis roster. We played mostly doubles and 
mixed doubles and travelled every Sat-
urday to Irishtown, Smithton, or Stan-
ley. We often came home with a win. In 
winter we played badminton, with teams 
from Forest, Stanley, Mawbanna, and 
Edith Creek. I even played hockey for a 
few years.  I ended up with a big scar 

from that as well. 
I joined Junior Farmers, which kept me 

busy raising money for the club by or-
ganising euchre tournaments, field days 
and dances. I used to prepare the dance 
floors by spreading kerosene and saw-
dust, then finishing with boracic acid to 
make them nice and slippery.

 I always seemed to end up as the trea-
surer or on a committee of some sort. I 
don’t know why, but that became a bit of 
a theme throughout my life.

I left school at 17 and worked for five 
years as a secretary clerk at an account-
ing firm in Smithton. During that time, 
I met my future husband, Stan. He was 
a hard worker and did whatever work 
he could find. Before we married, we 
moved to Werribee in Victoria. I stayed 
with my aunt, while Stan lived with his 
father. I’d only been there a few days 
when I found a job in the accounting de-
partment at Wines and Spirits.

On weekends Stan and I would dress 
up in our finest clothes. I made sure 
my coat, dress, handbag, and shoes all 
matched, and off to the races we would 
go. We attended all the big race days, the 
Melbourne Cup, Caulfield Cup, and rac-
es at Moonee Valley and Sandown.

When we decided to marry, we of 
course went back home. We were mar-
ried at the Presbyterian Church in Stan-
ley, with fifty guests made up of family 
and close friends. Afterward, we returned 
to Werribee, and nine months later our 
first child, Amanda, was born. Ricky fol-
lowed two years later.

We stayed in Werribee for a few more 
years, but when Amanda turned seven, 
we realised Circular Head was the best 
place in the world to raise a family. We 
didn’t want our kids turning into city 
slickers. So we moved to Mella. Stan al-
ways found work, and I stayed home to 
care for the children. Stan and I always 
found time to attend the balls and dances 
around the district with the Bellinger’s, 
sometimes travelling as far as Devon-
port. 

I was always involved in something. 
Amanda was a member of the Pony Club 
for seven years, and I served on the com-
mittee, helping wherever I could. When 
Amanda joined the Girl Guides, I be-
came a leader there as well. 

Ricky went on to serve in the army for 
forty years and was presented with the 
Long Service Star by Princess Anne. A 
very proud moment for our whole fam-
ily.

Later in life, I joined the Senior Cit-
izens, and once again found myself as 
Treasurer. I was even President of Se-
nior Citizens Northwest for a year. When 
I moved into the Emmerton Park units, 
I joined the entertainment committee, 
helping organise BBQs and afternoon 
teas at the clubhouse. I also took up in-
door bowls and enjoyed travelling to 
competitions.

Now I am a resident at Emmerton Park. 
I finally get to have a bit of a rest, but I’m 
always up for a good chat.

Convocation Ceremony at 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Schools 

On 15th December 2025 at 1.00 pm, 
St.Joseph’s Catholic School at Queen-
stown began the Graduation Ceremony 
at the Parish Church with the Holy Mass. 
Fr.Arokia, the celebrant gave thanks to 
the Lord for the Year 2025 and welcomed 
everyone to the milestone-achievement 
ceremony. The message for the grad-
uates was very significant from Isaiah 
58:11 “The Lord will guide you always; 
he will satisfy your needs… and will 
strengthen your frame. You will be like a 
well-watered garden, like a spring whose 
waters never fail.” 

Fr.Arokia emphasised that graduating 
is one of those life-changing moments, 
a time to look back at all the hard work, 
and the achievements. Education is the 
key to unlocking the world, a passport to 
freedom. 

A special prayer was offered for the 
graduates: Cruz Becker, Bentley Chil-
cott, Evalyn Clarke, Tarrant Elkin, 
Jayden Latham, Clay Morgan, Alisha-Jai 
Taylor, Amalie Ward, Ollie Williams. 
Principal Teresa McLeod, began the 
Award Ceremony after the Holy Mass 
with her message and invited the guests 

to present the awards. The program end-
ed with the great wishes by teachers, par-
ents and well-wishers.

St.Joseph’s Catholic School, Rosebery 
had their Convocation day for Grade 6 
on 16th December 2025 at 10 am with 
the Holy Mass in the presence of the 
whole school, teachers, parents and 
well-wishers. 

During the mass Fr.Arokia highlighted 
the importance of learning particularly 
the values of integrity, resilience, and 
empathy as they venture into the un-
known. 

The Rosebery Grade 6 students : Aa-
liyah Snowball, Harley Brookes, Jaxx 
Armstrong, Mekhi Wheldon, Melody 
McGowan, Sophia Meciar, were be-
stowed with special blessings at the end 
of the Mass. 

Principal Tracey Kidd welcomed the 
gathering with her message and invited 
the guests to the award presentation; fol-
lowed by photo presentation as memories 
which was greatly appreciated.  Finally, 
a little sprinkle of humour and good luck 
wishes, to help them in the days to come 
saying CONGRATS!!!
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The 2026 Burnie Cup
Photos by Alan Jennison

The Burnie Cup is a premier Tasma-
nian harness racing event held annually 
in January at the Wivenhoe harness rac-
ing facility, and serving as a cornerstone 
of the summer racing calendar for over 
70 years. 

Originally held by the Emu Bay Racing 
Club (1919–1924), the modern event was 
later revived by the Burnie Trotting Club.  
 Since we haven’t had horse rac-
ing in the Western Echo before I 
thought it was time to rectify that. 
    It was a great day of racing, high fash-
ion and lots more for everyone to enjoy.
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Blackley Pipelines & Irrigation are proud to 
announce we have been appointed exclusive 

distributors for the PumpEng range of 
underground mine dewatering pumps. 

 

PumpEng are Australia’s leading designer & 
manufacturer of underground mine 

dewatering pumps that are engineered for 
performance & built to last.  

 

Blackley Pipelines & Irrigation now offer the 
complete range of PumpEng mine dewatering 

pumps, with local backup & service. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more 
information call 

Darren Lord  
0457 525 646 

 

  

ANNOUNCEMENT            ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

Mining & Industrial 

The Circular Head community is set 
to feel good this February, with a vibrant 
monthlong program designed to bring 
people together, boost wellbeing and 
showcase the many activities already 
happening across the region.

Feel Good February, delivered by Cir-
cular Head Council, is back for its second 
year with a packed calendar of events en-
couraging residents of all ages to move 
more, connect more and try something 
new – all close to home.

Mayor Gerard Blizzard said the initia-
tive is about celebrating community and 
making it easy for people to get involved.

“Feel Good February is all about 
showing people what’s already on offer 
here in Circular Head and giving them 
the confidence to come along and give it 
a go,” Mayor Blizzard said.

“Last year we launched the Circular 
Head Community Connections Guide 
through this program, and the response 
was so positive that we knew it had to 
come back.”

The program offers something for ev-
eryone, from gentle and social activities 
to creative, practical and skill-building 
sessions. Residents can enjoy walking 
and running groups, book chats, Scon-
versations, digital skills workshops, 
yoga, craft sessions, BBQs, games 
nights, and a free pool and inflatable ses-
sions at Smithton Wellbeing Indoor Rec-
reation & Leisure (SWIRL).

Feel Good February kicks off in style 
with the Rotary Club of Smithton Dev-
il Country Muster, Tasmania’s premier 
country music festival, running from 2 
to 8 February, adding even more energy 
to the month.

Mayor Blizzard said the initiative also 
supports Council’s long-term vision for 
the region. “The Circular Head Vision 
2050 is our roadmap for the future, and 
one of its key outcomes is improving ac-
cess to health and wellbeing opportuni-
ties and increasing the use of community 
facilities,” he said.

“Feel Good February helps us take real 
steps toward that goal by strengthening 
health, inclusion, connection and resil-
ience across our community.”

Most events are free, with some need-
ing bookings. Residents are encouraged 
to visit Council’s website www.circu-
larhead.tas.gov.au to download the Feel 
Good February Activities Calendar and 
plan their month. 

Be ‘snake aware’ this summer

In Tasmania we have three species of 
snake, the Tiger snake, The Low-lands 
Copperhead and The White-Lipped 
Whip snake and they are all venomous.

Now is the time to clean up our yards.
Clear away rubbish piles, keep lawns 

mowed, be careful when you grab wood 
from wood piles. When gardening just 
be aware that snakes are out and about.

Snakes are part of our Australian sum-
mer and it is important to educate our 
children on snake safety and what they 
can do if they come across a snake or 
lizard. This general information is for 
adults and children.

What to do if you see a snake or lizard!
NEVER TOUCH OR TRY TO PICK 

UP A SNAKE OR A LIZARD.
They can get very grumpy and can be 

dangerous.
DON’T BE AFRAID IF YOU SEE A 

SNAKE OR LIZARD.

They don’t want to bite us. We are 
much bigger than they are. snakes and 
lizards just want to be left alone.

If you see a snake or lizard close to 
you, stop! Stand very still. Stay calm.

Keep standing very still until the snake 
or lizard moves away from you. Be 
patient. When the snake or lizard has 
moved well away from you, calmly walk 
away.

Children should seek a grown up like 
a parent or teacher straight away and tell 
the grown up what happened then show 
them where you saw the snake or lizard.

If you see a snake well ahead of you, 
do not panic. Stand still and, slowly but 
very calmly back away out of harm’s 
way...

Don’t panic...  Snakes react to move-
ment.

Children can also call out to their care 
giver/parents “SNAKE”! whilst still fol-

lowing the above general advice.
Get all people and pets out of harm’s 

way.
Call your local Snake Catcher. From a 

safe distance, keep an eye on where the 
snake is until the Snake Catcher arrives.

Never touch or provoke a snake.
Never attempt to capture or handle a 

snake. Do not kill a snake as they are a 
protected species by Law. Never touch 
a dead snake. Venom may still be in the 
snake’s fangs and can remain there for a 
long time. When going camping, bush-
walking or heading out into the great 
outdoors, be sure to have your snake 
bite kit with you. First aid courses cover 
what to do for a snakebite and operate 
all over the State through many different 
organisations. If a snake is in a room in 
your house/workplace, make sure every 
person and all pets are out of harm’s way.

Close the door to that room and wrap 
a towel up and jam it under the gap of 
the door.

Call your local Snake Catcher. Keep an 
eye on the door until the Snake Catcher 
gets there. If the snake is outside, from 
a safe distance, keep an eye on where 
the snake is until the Snake Catcher gets 
there. If you keep an eye on the snake 
until the Snake Catcher gets there then, 
the Snake Catcher has a better chance of 
finding the snake and removing and relo-
cating the snake. Please keep your dogs 
restrained whilst the Snake Catcher is 
trying to catch the snake.

If you suspect you or someone you 

know has been bitten by a snake, call 000 
immediately. If your pet has had an en-
counter with a snake, call the vet imme-
diately. Please pay attention to your pets. 
If your dog is barking or constantly sniff-
ing at a particular area, please go check 
it out, there may be a snake or lizard 
around. The same applies to your birds.

This year we have 3 Snake Catchers 
who are happy to serve the West Coast 
Community with catching and relocating 
problem snakes.
WEST COAST SNAKE CATCHER’S
Amanda Norris - 0459825241
Warren Donnelly - 0400559527
Angie Capan-phone - 0409164394
NORTHWEST SNAKE CATCHERS
- 0488929761

Amanda Norris, Warren Donnelly,  
from Queenstown and Angie Capan, 
work cooperatively with each other, 
helping people with problem snakes, ed-
ucating, catching and relocating snakes, 
across the West Coast.

There are others on the West Coast 
who have been trained and have their 
Snake Catching permits who also may 
be willing to help.

If you are interested in becoming a 
Snake Catcher, REPTILE RESCUE 
teaches quality snake handling and snake 
education courses all around the State.

Hope you all have a great summer and 
please stay snake safe.

Written by ANGIE CAPAN, supported
by AMANDA NORRIS, WARREN
DONNELLY, NORTHWEST SNAKE
CATCHERS & CHRIS DALY from
REPTILE RESCUE 0499116690

Feel Good February returns 
to Circular Head
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Western Echo Puzzle Page

PREVIOUS ANSWERS
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What’s happening in the West 
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What’s happening in the northWest 

Circular Head Landcare Group will be conducting their 
contractor spraying program of Ricegrass on the Duck River 

coastline from Sunday 22 February to Saturday 28th February 
2026 using the grass specific herbicide Fusilade Forte.  

For any enquiries call 0429 337 204
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2026 

CHFA Executive 
President: Shane Hine  

Vice President: Donovan Lockett 
Treasurer: Craig Porteus  

Social Media: Stacy Monson  
Email: chfootballassociation@gmail.com  

 

Round 1 11th April 2026 
Scotchtown V Irishtown 
Forest/Stanley V Redpa 

Round 5 23rd May 2026 
Forest/Stanley V Scotchtown 

Redpa V Irishtown 

Round 2 18th April 2026 
Forest/Stanley V Irishtown 

Redpa V Scotchtown 

Round 6 30rd May 2026 
Scotchtown V Redpa 

Irishtown V Forest/Stanley 

Round 11 11th July 2026 
Scotchtown V Forest/Stanley 

Redpa V Irishtown 

25th  April 2026 
ANZAC DAY  

BYE 

6th June 2026 
King’s Birthday  

BYE 

18th July 2026 
School Holiday 

Bye 

Round 3 2nd May 2026 
Irishtown V Redpa 

Scotchtown V Forest/Stanley 
 

Round 7 13th June 2026 
Scotchtown V Irishtown 
Redpa V Forest/Stanley 

Round 12 25th July 2026 
Forest/Stanley V Irishtown 

Redpa V Scotchtown 

01st August 2026 
Prelim  
Final 

Round 8 20th June 2026 
Forest/Stanley V Scotchtown 

 Irishtown V Redpa  

9th May 2026 
AGFEST  

BYE 

8th August 2026 
Grand  
Final 

Round 9 27th June 2026 
Scotchtown V Redpa 

Irishtown V Forest/Stanley 

Round 4 16th May 2026 
Redpa V Forest/Stanley 
Irishtown V Scotchtown 

Round 10 4th July 2026 
  Irishtown V Scotchtown 
Forest/Stanley V Redpa 

Smithton Basketball Club doesn't just run a team or two... 
We run all the basketball in Circular Head!
From Aussie Hoops to senior competitions  

and everything in between.
But we can't do it without the support and generosity of sponsors!

Big or small, cash, vouchers, services, every contribution  
helps keep basketball alive in our community!

Ask us how you can get involved and support local basketball
 0459 521 443 | admin@saintsbasketball.net
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Ulverstone twilight rodeo
Photos by Alan Jennison

Like em or not, rodeos have always 
been a big part of life for those on the 
land and the recent Ulverstone twilight 
rodeo proved just how popular this event 
is.

Thousands of people crowded in to Bat-
ten Park in Ulverstone to watch the barrel 
racing, calf roping, bronc and bull rid-

ing, and all that a great rodeo has to offer. 
  The Western Echo doesn’t normally 
cover the Ulverstone region but I knew 
that a lot of people from the Northwest 
and West Coast would be attending so I 
thought I would bring you the action in 
the ‘Echo’.
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Photos by Alan Jennison
Ulverstone twilight rodeo
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Directory-Where to shop/stay/who can help?

The Tyrebox has provided tyre sales and repairs to the west coast for 14 years.  
With over 300 tyres in stock in popular sizes to suit passenger, SUV, commercial  
& 4WD vehicles.  
Simon is exited to announce the arrival of the new MAXXIS RAZR AT 781 ats range, 
which supercedes the AT771 in many popular 4wd sizes. 
"When you need to retyre" Call Simon on 64 711440   Industrial estate, Queenstown

Silver City Tree Care PTY LTD
Complete Tree Service

Stump Grinding
Chipping

Vegetation Management
3.8t Excavator 

Gardening & Firewood Sales 
Registered Company Fully Insured

READY FOR YOUR NEXT ESCAPE?

Personal service. Expert advice.  
Better value than booking alone.

TCV Travel  
40 Wilson Street, Burnie 

www.tcvtravel.com.au
hello@tcvtravel.com.au  

03 6411 1011

OPEN YOUR EYES TO A WHOLE NEW WORLD

Stories to share. Puzzles to solve. Art to create 

New books and kids' favourites, plus gifts, puzzles and art supplies

40 Wilson Street,  
Burnie TAS 7320 

03 6411 1222
www.notjustbooks.com.au 

Flat rate shipping offered 

Mention the  
‘Western Echo’  
to get 10% off

•	 Ocean Cruising
•	 European River Cruises
•	 Escorted Tours
•	 Tailor Made Holidays 
•	 Travel insurance and more
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Located at 12 Agnes Street Rosebery 7470 (In the old 
Rosebery post office, main street). Rosebery OP Shop and 
Salvage Yard has recently completed renovations making 
more room for new stock and there's more room for you to 
browse at your leisure. 
Furniture, clothing, shoes, white goods, 
kitchenware, appliances, DVDs and much more. 
We sell on consignment, buy, 
sell, and we accept donations 
too. Both cash or card 
payments are accepted. 
We are open Wednesdays 
through to Sundays from 
10am to 3pm
Follow us on facebook too for 
updates, or call us on 042 173 5693...
Buster loves a bark!...and you love a bargain!

Rosebery OP-SHOP & SALVAGE YARD

Molly's Cafe 
Strahan

8 - 10 Innes Street Strahan  
  Ph: (03) 6471 7253

Dine in or Takeaway, 
just a snack or a 

complete meal, and a 
range of grocery items

Real food, real people, 
and always a smile at

We work very hard to put our 
customers first, providing quality 
on focus. As a community-driven 
business, we pride ourselves on 
supporting the local community 

and its events. 

     Lotto in store! 
30 Orr Street , Queenstown,  

6471 1025

*New homes
*Renovations
*Suspended 

plasterboard & rondo 
exposed grid ceilings

19 Goldie Street, Wynyard
www.gloverlegal.com.au

Call for an obligation free quote
1300 762 753

• Conveyancing Specialists assisting with the sale and purchase 
of homes, vacant land, farms, businesses and commercial 
properties

• Wills, Powers of Attorney and Estate Planning

• Specialists in all Personal Injuries Claims including motor 
vehicle accidents, workers compensation and criminal injuries 
compensation claims 

19 Goldie Street, Wynyard
www.gloverlegal.com.au

Call for an obligation free quote
1300 762 753

• Conveyancing Specialists assisting with the sale and purchase 
of homes, vacant land, farms, businesses and commercial 
properties

• Wills, Powers of Attorney and Estate Planning

• Specialists in all Personal Injuries Claims including motor 
vehicle accidents, workers compensation and criminal injuries 
compensation claims 

Huon Pine Gallery Huon Pine Gallery 
and Shop - Strahan  and Shop - Strahan  
Handcrafted Huon Handcrafted Huon 

Pine WaresPine Wares

Homewares & kitchenalia 

Unique gifts

Hard to find ingredients

Tasmanian made products

Serving Tassie ice cream

44 Goldie St, Wynyard
ph. 0421 831 575

Cafe, takeaway,  
all homemade 

cooking,  
fish & chips, pizza

General Store, 
Groceries and 
Post Office. 

526 Mengha Road 
Forest 

6458 3139

General Store
Forest Rural and Rust

Unique Australian 
Made Gifts

Metal Art, Local Jigsaw 
Puzzles, Tasmanian Fudge, 
Leadlight Creations, Local 

Tarkine Honey, Stubby 
Holders, Books, Fridge 

Magnets and much more

26 Smith St, Smithton

Directory-Where to shop/stay/who can help?

Fiona Blizzard
MOBILE TRAVEL ADVISOR

0461 284 989

fblizzard@mtatravel.com.au

mtatravel.com.au/fblizzard

Fiona Blizzard
MOBILE TRAVEL ADVISOR

0461 284 989

fblizzard@mtatravel.com.au

mtatravel.com.au/fblizzard

Fiona Blizzard
MOBILE TRAVEL ADVISOR

0461 284 989

fblizzard@mtatravel.com.au

mtatravel.com.au/fblizzard

Fiona Blizzard
MOBILE TRAVEL ADVISOR

0461 284 989

fblizzard@mtatravel.com.au

mtatravel.com.au/fblizzard

0417 050 068
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Day on the Duck
Photos by Alan Jennison

600 yellow and pink ducks were re-
cently seen floating across the Duck 
River in Smithton as part of the Aus-
tralia Day weekend celebrations. 
All ducks were numbered and the win-
ners were of course the first ducks to 
make it to the other shore. Normally this 
would have been a downriver swinm for 
the ducks but the wind decided other-

wise, hence the cross the river course. 
It may have been windy but that didn’t 
stop hjundreds of people from enjoying 
the festivities. 
From Ducks to slinkies and gumboots to 
ferris wheels the day was a huge success.  
Put this one on your calendar for next 
year. (even if my duck didn’t win)
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day on the duck
Photos by Alan Jennison

Driving Instructor 
 Wanted 

 Auto and Manual vehicles 

Willing to train the right person 

Contact Keith - 0438 316 291
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Waratah-Wynyard’s Australia Day 
celebrations have again recognised the 
people who go above and beyond for 
our community, with Council announc-
ing the recipients of the 2026 Australia 
Day Awards. The awards were presented 
at Council’s Australia Day Breakfast and 
Awards Ceremony at Gutteridge Gar-
dens, alongside a Citizenship Ceremony 
welcoming new citizens.

The morning was hosted by Dr Mary 
Duniam, Mayor of Waratah-Wynyard, 
with Council’s Australia Day Ambassa-
dor Mrs Clair Harris, the 2024 Tasma-
nian Local Hero and founder and CEO of 
Tassie Mums, which has supported more 
than 10,000 children across Tasmania.

Mayor Dr Duniam congratulated the 
recipients and thanked them for their 
service to the community.

“Our Australia Day Awards shine a 
light on the people and initiatives that 
make WaratahWynyard such a strong, 
connected and caring place to live,” 
Mayor Dr Duniam said.

“This year’s recipients have giv-
en their time, energy and leadership to 
support others, create opportunities for 
young people, and bring our community 
together. On behalf of Council and res-
idents, I warmly congratulate them and 
thank them for the positive impact they 
continue to make across our region.”

Citizen of the Year – Jonathan Vin-
cent

Jonathan “Jono” Vincent is an out-
standing role model and source of inspi-
ration for young people in the commu-
nity. He volunteers countless hours each 

week teaching and mentoring children 
through the Boat Harbour Surf Life Sav-
ing Club, where he promotes vital water 
safety skills and encourages healthy, ac-
tive lifestyles.

Jono played a pivotal role in securing 
grant funding for the Sisters Beach Skate 
Park project, ensuring local youth had 
a safe and welcoming place to gather. 
Importantly, he actively consulted with 
young people throughout the design 
process, making sure their voices were 
genuinely heard and reflected in the final 
outcome.

A former President of the Sisters 
Beach Community Association, Jono’s 
leadership,dedication and community 
spirit have made a lasting and meaning-
ful impact on the region.

Young Citizen of the Year – Belle 
Lohrey

Belle Lohrey’s contribution to the 
cheerleading community, particularly 
within the region, is exceptional and far 
beyond what is expected of someone 
her age. Just two weeks before her 18th 
birthday, Wynyard local Belle coached 
her youth novice cheer team, the Wyn-
yard Wildcatz, to become Tasmanian 
State Champions, earning a bid to com-
pete at The Finals in Orlando, Florida. 
Belle choreographed the routine herself 
and volunteered countless hours prepar-
ing the athletes for this opportunity. Un-
der her leadership, the team went on to 
become International Champions, win-
ning the Youth Novice division.

Now 19 years old, Belle is head coach 
at Burnie Tigers Cheerleading, oversee-

A Tasmanian cat rescue organisation 
has issued an urgent public appeal for 
donations after construction costs for its 
long-planned surrender facility exceeded 
expectations.

Rachel, founder of the rescue behind 
the upcoming Just Cats Surrender Fa-
cility, said the group was devastated to 
announce it now needs to raise an addi-
tional $70,000 to complete the project, 
which is nearing its final stages.

The facility, designed to serve cats and 
kittens across Tasmania’s North West 
Coast and West Coast, was partially 
funded through a Tasmanian State Gov-
ernment grant. According to Rachel, the 
organisation worked rigorously to re-
main within its original budget.

“We cut back wherever we could, 
made difficult decisions, and stretched 
every dollar,” she said. “Our commit-
ment was always to our supporters and, 
most importantly, to the cats we help.” 
However, rising construction and mate-
rial costs ultimately pushed the project 
beyond what the charity could absorb.

Despite describing the appeal as one 
they never wanted to make, the rescue 
says the funding gap now threatens its 
ability to open the centre — a space 

it believes is critical to responding to 
growing numbers of surrendered and cri-
sis-case animals in the region.

Without the new facility, the organi-
sation warns it will be unable to assist 
many cats and kittens in urgent need, 
particularly those with nowhere else to 
go.

Supporters are being asked to do-
nate whatever they can, with Rachel 
noting that even small contributions 
could make a meaningful difference. 
“Five dollars from each person would 
bring us closer to opening the doors,” 
she said. “It’s the cost of a coffee, but to 
us it could mean saved lives.”

The rescue has also encouraged mem-
bers of the community to share the ap-
peal widely to increase its reach, saying 
the coming weeks will be critical to the 
project’s survival.

“We are so close, yet so vulnerable 
right now,” Rachel said. “We want to 
honour this project and open the doors 
for the cats, the community and their fu-
ture.”

Those wishing to contribute can do-
nate through the organisation’s online 
fundraising page.

Rachel would like to thank support-

Waratah-Wynyard Council Australia Day  
Award Recipients 2026

Cat rescue appeals for emergency funding to complete new facility

ing six competitive teams. She is also 
planning to take the club to Hawaii to 
compete at the Global Games, expand-
ing opportunities for young athletes in 
the region. Belle continues to excel as an 
elite athlete, having been selected for the 
Australian Cheerleading Team to com-
pete at the Cheerleading World Champi-
onships.

Community Event of the Year – Per-
mission to Trespass

Permission to Trespass (PTT) is a 
program of community-driven winter 
events across Wynyard and Table Cape 
that celebrates connection, creativity, 
and local culture. Developed by six local 
business owners, PTT was designed to 
bring people together during the off-sea-
son, encouraging residents and visitors 
to engage with the region in meaningful 
ways.

At its core, PTT is about communi-
ty participation and storytelling. Local 
farmers, artists, producers, retailers, and 
community groups open their doors to 
share spaces, skills, and stories through 
small-scale, personal experiences. The 
Moonlight Stories lighthouse projection 
served as a free hero event, drawing the 
community together and providing a 
memorable focal point. Complementing 
this, the opening Gather and Glow Main 
Street Market activated local business-
es with quirky offerings, boosted winter 
trade, and highlighted the region’s cre-
ativity and character. Over three years, 
PTT transformed winter into a season of 
community celebration, creating a sus-
tainable, scalable model that unites peo-
ple, supports local enterprise, activates 
spaces, and showcases the unique char-
acter of Wynyard and Table Cape. 

ers for their continued compassion. 
“From the bottom of our hearts, 
thank you for reading, for caring, 

and for standing with us,” she said. 
https://just-cats-tasmania.mygiveeasy.
com/.../donatenow...
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Tales from a Zeehan graveyard
YOUNG MAN DIES SUDDENLY AT THE ROSEBERY HOTEL.  

A terrible sudden death occurred 
at Connolly’s Hotel in Rosebery at 
about 8:30 p.m. on Saturday, Janu-
ary 8, 1898, when Arthur Wroe died 
after having a few drinks and play-
ing around with his mates.  

Originally from Colebrook, Wroe 
was 29 and single.  One of  his 
brothers, Herbert, lived at Zeehan.  
He was a miner, but for the past few 
weeks he had been prospecting near 
the Pieman River.  He was a big 
man with a very jovial disposition 
and popular with everyone who 
knew him.  

Following his demise, a mounted 
man was sent to the police at Ring-
ville, and Constable Wright arrived 
at 2 a.m. on Sunday to take charge 
of  the body.  Subsequently 
at 3:30 p.m. a party of  about 
thirty miners carried the body 
to Hart’s Union Hotel at Ring-
ville, completing the journey 
of  approximately 11km in two 
hours and ten minutes.  

A Coronial Enquiry was 
held at the same hotel the next 
evening before Commission-
er Hall, Sub-Inspector Paice, 
and a jury, with James Fulton 
as foreman.  

The first witness called was 
Horace Moore, who stated he 
had last seen Wroe alive at 
about 8:15 p.m.  He had spent 
the day with deceased.  At about 6 
p.m. deceased had complained of  
pains in the stomach, and he had 
gone out for about a quarter of  an 
hour before returning to the bar, 
where he remained until about 8 
p.m.  A man named Plummer start-
ed reciting at the bar, and deceased 
heckled him.  As a consequence, 

the two started playfully sparring 
at each other.  The sparring was all 
open handed, and he did not think 
deceased received any blows at all.  
There was no bad blood between the 
two, and they were not angry.  They 
sat down again for about ten min-
utes, and deceased made no com-
plaint about pain.  Witness went 
outside on to the verandah and met 
deceased who must have left about 
the same time through another door 
and then walked around to where 
he was.  There wasn’t enough time 
for any further horseplay between 
when he left, and when Wroe must 
have left prior to their meeting on 
the verandah.  

He noticed something wrong with 

Wroe and asked him what the mat-
ter was.  Deceased answered he 
didn’t know.  He fell down, then 
sat up, and removed his coat and 
waistcoat.  Witness held him up, but 
at deceased’s request put him down 
again.  Wroe complained of  stom-
ach pain, and witness, thinking he 
had a cramp, rubbed his stomach.  

Deceased complained that he was 
rubbing too hard.  He also said, 
“It’s all right; set me down quiet-
ly.”  Some brandy was brought out, 
and a little poured down deceased’s 
throat, and he was then carried into 
the hotel, where hot flannels were 
applied to his stomach.  Deceased, 
however, gave no further sign of  
life.  

Thomas Tew, the next witness, 
of  Rosebery, said Wroe had com-
plained of  bad health on Friday 
night.  They slept in the same room, 
and Wroe had asked him late on 
Friday night to see that he was not 
disturbed on the Saturday morn-
ing, as he did not feel well.  He next 
saw deceased at the hotel about 

5:30p.m. on Saturday evening as he 
went home to tea.  Later on he saw 
deceased skylarking with Plummer.  
From here his evidence was a cor-
roboration of  that of  Moore.  

Doctor John Thomas Borthwick 
deposed that he had conducted 
a postmortem examination.  He 
found the surfaces of  various or-

gans studded with hydatid cysts, 
varying in size from a hazelnut to 
as big as a man’s fist.  The largest of  
these was connected to the spleen, 
and that connection had been rup-
tured, filling the abdomen with a 
large quantity of  blood.  The sky-
larking in the bar would be suffi-
cient to cause the rupture.  It would 
not require a blow to be struck in 
the region of  the stomach to do it.  

The condition of  T. (or F.) Plum-
mer precluded him from giving a 
coherent account of  what had hap-
pened to the Enquiry, but as the 
jury were satisfied that no blame 
was attachable to anyone, with-
out retiring they gave a verdict of  
“Death from Misadventure.”  

The body of  the deceased was 
subsequently brought into Zee-
han, where it was met by the 
Secretary of  the Amalgamated 
Miners’ Association (Mr J.C. 
Whitelaw) and a large number 
of  friends.  

Arthur Wroe’s remains were 
taken from the A.M.A. Hall in 
Zeehan at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, 11 
January to the cemetery where 
Reverend F.G. Copeland con-
ducted the Church of  England 
burial service.  A large crowd 
of  mourners attended with the 
Independent Order of  Oddfel-
lows, of  which the deceased was 

a member, strongly represented.  It 
is known where he was buried but 
no physical trace remains today.  

This is an abridged excerpt tak-
en from books edited by Malcolm 
Ready, Burials at the Zeehan Gen-
eral (Pioneer) Cemetery.  

What an incredible weekend at the 
Tasmanian Pickleball Championships! 

Our Wynyard crew absolutely smashed 
it, bringing home an impressive 22 med-
als with 22 players competing. 

What a fantastic event full of excite-
ment, new faces, and friendly vibes!

Some of the standout moments includ-
ed:

•  Matty and Shane taking GOLD in 
the Hybrid Coed Doubles!

•  Matty grabbing three medals in his 
very first tournament – what a debut! 

•  Mal, Tessa, and Carol jumping in as 
a family trio, all playing in their first-ev-
er tournament and having a blast mixing 
it up together. 

Huge congrats to everyone who 
competed, especially those step-
ping onto the court for the first time.  
Moments like these make pickleball so 
special!

Tasmanian Pickleball Championship a smash hit for Wynyard!



For the first fifty years of football in 
circular Head the umpiring was carried 
out by volunteers. Some of whom who 
were attached to a team other available 
or willing to umpire any game. Goal um-
pires and boundary umpires were found-
ed by the clubs. On a basis of one bound-
ary and one goal umpire per game, this 
continued up until the Mid to late 1960’s 
when the C.H.F.A encouraged all the 
field goal and boundary umpires at that 
time to come together as an independent 
body. 

The CHFA at this time engage a coach 
for the umpires. One of them was Mr. 
Maurie O’Borne the headmaster at Edith 
Creek School, another one Mr. Ray Bak-
er. At this time local field umpires con-
trolled mainly seconds and U17 games. 
While Goal and Boundary umpires cov-
ered all grade. Senior games were con-
trolled by umpires who were supplied by 
the N.W.F.U umpires. 

This continued up till 1976 when the 
C.H.F.A with President Mick Burke took 
the forward-thinking decision to employ 
one of Tasmania’s leading umpires of the 
time, Mr. Graeme Alderson as Coach. 

He brought more professional ap-
proach to training including regular lec-

tures on rules, interpretations and feed-
back to umpires on their performance. 
Particular attention to fitness and control, 
that year 1975 for the first time all senior 
games were controlled by local umpires. 

Some of those who benefitted from Al-
derson’s influence were Michel Johnson, 
Chris wells, Brian Crisp, John Williams 
and Dudley Billing. After Alder-son two 
Coastal umpires were engaged as coach-
es, Danny O’Mahoney and Graham up 
until formation of Smithton Saints F/C. 

That year saw local umpire Coach 
Control a CHFA Grand Final and the 
coach for the umpires was Mr. G Boag, 
this having been done for some years by 
a VFL Umpire. Circular Head umpires 
have been headers in running a country 
umpire’s association. 

Many other associations around the 
state have had to rely heavily on senior 
bodies to supply field umpires. 

Umpires who began their careers in 
Circular Head have gone on to high-
er levels umpiring N.T.F.L and state 
League Grand finals, E.G David Temple-
ton, Greg Dwyer and Phillip McCulloch. 

Good administration has helped behind 
the scenes. People like Ernie Williams, 
Otley French, Graham Horne, Paul Jen-
kins, Bill Birtwistle (President for 13 
years), Chris wells and Ian “Scobie” 
Monson served 10 years as president and 
served a handful of years a Vice Presi-
dent before hanging up his flags in 2023 
after 25 years of service, Scobie also re-
ceived the 2022 AFL National umpiring 
Service Award-Tas. 

Scobie brought along with him a son 

who has 10 years of service, His Daugh-
ter Stacy who has 20 years of service and 
she currently still umpires and hold the 
Secretary position, Scobie’s Youngest 
Daughter Marree took on the Secretary 
role after Stacy went to the CHFA and 
has 12 years of Service. 

Wife Monica has helped behind the 
scenes for several years but spent 3 years 
as a reserve goal umpire. 

The CHFUA welcome all family mem-
bers on tea nights and in the sheds after 
the game giving a family friendly Atmo-
sphere. We have had many families join 
over the years in a variety of combina-
tions. 

The Umpire’s association has quite 
a few Merit certificate holders and 13 
life members, with 6 of these obtaining 
C.H.F.A. life membership at the end of 
the 2025 Season the umpires inducted 
their first Female Life Membership Sta-
cy Monson. Umpiring in this district has 
given a lot of people opportunities, with 
many boys over the years excelling in 
school running carnivals and cross-coun-
try events. 

One Young Boundary Josh Enniss went 
on to Umpire at State League matches 
and caught the eye of AFL scouts and 
went and done the camp and tryouts, 
only to miss the time trial due to illness.

Women have made inroads into umpir-
ing fraternity in the last 50yrs. The first 
couple were goal umpires, but over the 
period many have progressed and taken 
on the role of the whistle, as boundary 
umpires, with 2 female centrals with one 
holding a Coaching Role. 

The 2026 CHFA season kicks off on 
the 11th of April 2026 with Scotchtown 
and Forest/Stanley hosting the opening 
games. The CHFA has held its AGM 
with Shane Hine taking the reigns for a 
3rd and final year, with Vice President 
Donovan Lockett and Treasurer/PlayHQ 
Craig Porteous, with Leigh Pinner acting 
as independent delegate. Stacy Monson 
continues her role as media coordinator. 
The CHFA is looking for the correct can-
didate to fulfil the Secretary Role if you 
feel this position is for you, please email 
your details to chfootballassociation@
gmail.com or phone Shane Hine 0428 
280 034.  All Clubs have commenced 
preseason training and are gearing up 
for a good season, Forest/Stanley has a 
Training Session with Essendon great 
Zach Merrett on the 21st of February 
1000 for under 12’s. 11am for Under 
16’s at the Stanley Recreation Ground, 
with photo and Autograph opportunities, 
for all enquires please contact President 
Martin Hardy 0418 142 985

Scotchtown and Redpa hosted the in-
augural CHFA Mental Health round in 
2025 and was nominated for Australia 
Day community event of the year and 

they won the award. Redpa President 
Michael Booth accepted the Award on 
behalf of both clubs with the following 
words  “I am so proud to receive this 
award on behalf of the Redpa Football 
Club and in conjunction with the Scotch-
town Football Club. I would like to 
thank Roger Jaensch MP for the nomina-
tion and recognition. We stood together 
in solidarity as a footballing community 
to highlight some of the incredible or-
ganisations available to provide support 
against mental health.

These events require a lot of work, and 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank a few individuals and organisa-
tions for their work on the day and be-
hind the scenes.

-Scotchtown Football Club & all their 
incredible volunteers 

-Redpa football club and all our in-
credible volunteers 

- Stuart Gale, Josh Smith, Andy Issom 
(power of work)

-Kade Jenkins, Penny king (canteen)
-Circular Head Football Association 
- McCains 
-STICH
-Black Dog Ride

-RAW
-Speak up Stay Chatty
Along with Micheal were represen-

tatives from Scotchtown, Robert Flint, 
Mitchell Scolyer, Ian “Scobie” Monson 
and Stacy Monson. 

The stories behind our umpires
The CHFUA are currently seeking re-

tired players to enter a central umpire 
role, with younger people encouraged to 
take up a role along the boundary and if 
you don’t fit either category then being a 
goal umpire could be for you. 

Training commences March 4th at the 
Umpire Club rooms at the Smithton Rec 
with Andrew Dunlop appointed Coach 
for the 2026 season for all enquires 
please contact Andrew on 0484 600 338.

As told to Marree Monson by Dudley 
Billing and Graeme Horne in 2010. Up-
dated by Stacy Monson in 2026 
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Rosebery Football Club is proud 
to announce Duncan Murfet as our 
Senior Coach for the 2026 sea-
son and welcomes Scott Hay as 
our Reserves Coach for the season. 

Duncan's journey with Rosebery Toorak 
began in 1993, after moving to Rosebery 
for work. What's kept him involved ever 
since is the mateship, the people, and his 
strong belief that football clubs are vi-
tal to the strength and survival of small 
communities.

With 40 years in football, Duncan has 
played with Latrobe, North Launceston, 
Hillwood, and Rosebery Toorak, and 
has coached both juniors and seniors at 
RTFC for many years. His passion lies in 

helping young players develop and sup-
porting the club whenever it's needed.

As a coach, Duncan focuses on effort, 
preparation, and a team-first mindset. He 
believes success isn't measured by wins 
alone, but by whether players can walk 
off knowing they've given their best. He 
values leadership at all levels and cre-
ating an environment where everyone 
feels equal and respected.

Looking ahead to 2026, Duncan is ex-
cited to build competitiveness, support 
the club's young talent, and continue the 
strong culture of commitment and re-
spect that defines RTFC.

Thanks for continuing to give so much 
to the club, Duncan. We're excited to see 
what 2026 has in store.

SCOTT HAY
Rosebery Football Club is proud to 

welcome Scott Hay as our Reserves 
Coach for the 2026 season.

Scotty brings 26 years involved in 
football and a wealth of experience to 
the role. His playing career includes 
three years with the Channel Saints and 
21 years with the Ridgley Saints. He 
also has coaching experience, having 
coached junior football in Hobart, with a 
strong focus on player development and 
mentoring.

Scotty joined Rosebery last season, 
playing half a season in 2025 where he 
was awarded Reserves Best and Fairest, 
highlighting his leadership and impact at 
the club. Heading into 2026, his focus is 
on building a competitive reserves side, 

developing depth across the list, and 
laying strong foundations for long-term 
success.

He was drawn to Rosebery by the 
club's welcoming, family-oriented cul-
ture and is excited to bring fresh ideas, 
experience, and a new perspective to the 
playing group.

Off the field, Scotty enjoys spending 
time with his partner Amy, his kids Ruby 
and Lincoln, and their fur baby Luna. He 
also loves getting outdoors, including 
fishing, four-wheel driving, and explor-
ing the West Coast.

Thanks for coming back and stepping 
up into a coaching position, Scott. We're 
excited to see what 2026 has in store for 
us.

DUNCAN MURFETT 

Rosebery Toorak Football club is ready for the new season

IF YOU DON’T put old batteries, electronic  
waste, flares, gas bottles and vapes in  

the wheelie bin, WE WON’T START A FIRE!

Help us ALL breathe Help us ALL breathe a little a little 
easier in 2026…easier in 2026…

Instead take them to the Waste Transfer Station or check  
out Recycle Mate on the web or with the App and dispose  

of these items safely for all our sakes.
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